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THE LONDON WELDING Co. LTD. 
LONDON... EASTLEIGH . BRISTOL 


Electric Welders and 


Structural Engineers 


Mobile Welding and Cutting Plants 
always available for Construction and 


Repair in situ. 


PEVENERSADEUEETE 


Our Welding Operators are skilled in all classes of Gas Works Repairs 


| DRAWINGS PREPARED FOR FABRICATED STEEL WORK | 


HEAD OFFICE : 


34 YORK WAY, LONDON, N.I 


Telegrams: ‘*tLOWELDCO, NORDO”’ Telephone: TERminus 7786-7-8 


DONKIN 
GAS SERVICE GOVERNORS 


This is an angle type Governor Suitable for Inlet Pressure up to 


with horizontal inlet and bottom 
outlet. Can be supplied with 3’ 
or 1” inlet and the outlet fitted 
with union and nut suitable for 
connecting to the inlet of a 
meter with either 5- or 10-light 
connections. Can also be 
arranged for horizontal outlet. 


22” w.g., but can be made for 
higher pressures if required. 
The Governor is set for 2:8’ 
Outlet Pressure, but can _ be 
weighted to give higher pres- 
sures if desired. Capacity—300 
cu. ft. per hr., with a pressure 
loss of less than 3” w.g. 


This Diaphragm Governor has been developed to meet conditions 
which will be generally found in the new houses now being 


erected. It will prevent 


excessive consumption of gas by 


maintaining a uniform pressure under all conditions. 


THE BRYAN DONKIN COMPANY LTD. 


Gas Works Plant Engineers, CHESTERFIELD 
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tanks below ground. 
tanks with hemispherical ends. 
tanks elevated upon structures. 


heals wi open ot closed flops. 
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tanks ou ground-level foundations. 

tanks with dished, coned, or flat ends. 
tanks of cylindvical or rectangular form. 
lanks with trussed self-supporting crowns. 


MTT PATATTTTALTATLA TTT TTT ATH TOTHTH TEPPER 





| 
| 





ip to z bolted, riveted, welded, ot pressed steel tanks, = 
for = and = 
no = slorage tanks for liquor. oil, speril, = 
be = lar, water, elc.) = 
res: = please consul “us = 
300 = = 
sure = = 

SPECIALISTS IN: THE DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, AND ERECTION OF BY-PRODUCT PLANT, 

CONDENSERS, DETARRERS, GASHOLDERS, PURIFIERS, TANKS, WASHERS, WATER GAS 

a AND HYDROGEN PLANT, AND OTHER TYPES OF GAS AND CHEMICAL PLANT. 


HEAD OFFICE & WORKS: GAS PLANT WORKS, MANCHESTER, 10. 
PHONE: COLLYHURST 2554-5.6. WIRE: “SCRUBBER, MANCHESTER.” 











LONDON OFFICE: 34 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. PHONE: ABBEY 4426. WIRE: “SCRUBBER, SOWEST.” 
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(fs the REAL 
ACKAY” 


&AcM ME'TER 


ALDER & MACKAY LTD., Gas Meter Manufactures, NEW GRANGE WORKS, EDINBURGH. 
"And at LONDON, BRADFORD and BRANCHES. 


* @ 
' ia 


STANWELD |. 


OPEN STEEL FLOORING - STAIR TREADS & HAND-RAIL STANDARDS 


* LLL 
STANWELD has been specified 
for some of the most important 
Electric Power schemes, ¢.g. : 
IPSWICH, NOTTINGHAM, HULL 
MEAFORD (STAFFS) CONSETT'S 
IRON & STEEL Co. (Co. Durham) 


STANWELD ENGINEERING Co. Ltd. 54 Upper Duke St. Manchester 1/5 





NS DARD MeN TT MAK. ER S SINCE 18 ot 


ELECTRICAL INDICATING, TESTING AND RECORDING * INSTRUMENTS 
FOR TEMPERATURE AND PROCESS MEASUREMENT AND CONTROL @ FUEL 
ECONOMY, GAS ANALYSIS AND FLOW MEASUREMENT EQUIPMENT 6 
SYSTEMS OF REMOTE INDICATION, INTEGRATION, RECORDING AND CONTROL 


Ll Geet ERO TA ERS (LON O&ON) Lt; D 


ENTURY. WORKS, LEWISHAM, S.E.13. TELEPHONE: TIDeway 323 
AND AT ROCHESTER, KENT. RESEARCH LABORATORIES AT BOREHAMWOOD 
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TYPE 14|-—— 
SINGLE COLUMN GAUGES 


FOR PRESSURE — DRAUGHT — DIFFERENTIAL 


LATEST 
IMPROVEMENTS 


RANGE INCREASED TO 60 INCHES—Water or Mercury. 
IMPROVED PRECISION MACHINING METHODS. 
STOVED ENAMEL FINISH FOR OUTDOOR WORK. 
INCREASED BORE IN GLASS TUBE. 
DELIVERY—Well, better than most, and improving. 

NO INCREASE IN PRICES. 


METROWIC 1s, aca srecer, sixmnanan 6. 








GLOVER’'S 
CHELSEA 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., LTD. 
Gas Meter Manufacturers 

122, KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, S.W.3. 

SBR SPREE RRR ~ SE ARRAS MSL BISECTED ALD REET CNIS 
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but it’s 


the greater strength of 


Canalloy which establishes 
its permanent use in gas 


appliance production 


CANALLOY ey EXCLUSIVE TO CANNON GAS APPLIANCES 





Ps 
BLOWDOWN 


By courtesy of the Middlesex County Council and 
Messrs. Davey, Paxman & Co. Ltd. 


The illustration shows the Continuous 
Blowdown and Heat Recovery installation 
for four Davey, Paxman boilers at the 
Central Middlesex County Hospital. 


Filtrol base exchange and lime-soda water 
softening plant, incorporating our special 
stabilization process: Continuous blowdown 
equipment : Filtrator colloidal process—feed- 
water conditioning, and prevention of oxygen 
corrosion in high-pressure boilers: Electrical 
de-oiling plant : Filtration plant : Chemical 


dosing gear: Chlorinating equipment : etc. * 


We are glad to analyse samples of every type of 
water supply and submit suggestions for its 
correct treatment without obligation. 


Full detarls from : 


FIETRATORS 


Water Treatment Lngineers 
529 HIGH HOLBORN-W-C-l + HOLbom 3362/3 
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GAS HEATED 
WATER BOILER 


* Boiling Water only for tea-making 


* Fitted with Original 
Interchangeable Interior 


*« Self-feeding and fully Automatic 


* Manufactured of 18 gauge 
Copper with Brazed Joints 


* Finished in Vitreous Enamel 
Chromium Plated Fittings 








DETAILS ON 
APPLICATION 


THE UFIX BOILER COLTD 


144 KING STREET. HAMMERSMITH W.€ 


Telephone: RiVerside 1245 
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be sure of complete protection. 


There is a BITULAC Product to deal with every 
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rust and corrosion due to the elements, 
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Gasholder and other Gas Works plant are exposed 
Use it for all surfaces of Gasholder and similar 


protect YOUR plant against all these attacks 
plant, and you can 


as well as to the action of acids and 
use of BITULAC Gasholder Paint. 


to attack by 
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PREVENT RUST & CORROSION 
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Refractory Reflections No. 1 


‘io me 


™ WHEN OUR WORLD CAME SPINNING... 


SA ne On 
Se Sats SOS 
+ 2505 arate? * 


1 
. 
+9 0 0% 8 are erg! 


Scientists tell us that the life-history of most 
refractory materials began in the remote past 
ages{when our world came spinning from the 
first fiery furnace, the sun. 


There is still argument as to the actual 
course of events which influenced geological 
formations. 


But there is no argument whatsoever that 

some of the finest deposits of refractory 

materials‘are to-day found in Derbyshire and Northern 
Ireland. 


It is from these materials, and with the help of constant 
study of them by our own experts in geology, that our 
refractories, ““ Keyed to the Heat Need,” are made. 


OO 


oe ees 


WOO 
Orr 


Sere th Geunes 
BSOOG 
OO 


DERBYSHIRE SILICA FIREBRICK CO., LTD. 


FRIDEN - HARTINGTON - NEAR BUXTON - DERBYSHIRE 
Grams: Silica, Friden, Hartington. Phone : Hartington 230 


TAYLOR 1926 








THE STANTON IRONWORKS i NEAR 
COMPANY ee —— NOTTINGHAM 
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PAST is prologue . . 


. . . And Drakes regard their past Century of service to the Gas Industry as prelude 
to a new period of endeavour. 


Illustrated above is the spacious Charging Platform on the Continuous Vertical 
Installation at the Newtownards Gasworks, N.|. The lay-out embodies the latest 
design in top mountings, comprising a special patented Scrubber Box fed with constant 
liquor supply and with provision for isolating each Retort in a pair by means of an 
increased seal, this cutting out isolated gas valves. When one Retort is cut off the 
liquor is constantly drained by means of a fixed overflow ; no liquor can escape into 
the adjoining section of the box or back into the gas offtake. The normal liquor level 
is controlled by means of a separate Tar Tower system. 


The Plant consists of six Retorts in units of one with provision for two further 
Retorts, and has an output of half a million cubic feet per day. 


Telegrams : 
Draketed, Halifax. 
4.J.M. 
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E. C. & J. KEAY, LIMITED 


CONSTRUCTIONAL ENGINEERS AND !IRONFOUNDERS, 


Head Office : 
6, Corporation St., 
BIRMINGHAM 





London Office : 
25, VICTORIA STREET, t 
$.W,| Fs 


Southampton : 
21, PORTLAND STREET |” 





C.l. PURIFIERS RECENTLY SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 


Specialists in TANKS, Steel or Cast-lron, Riveted or Welded 





a a 


February 25, 1948 GAS JOURNAL 


aE 
ae 
a 
aE 
came 

— 

— 


Comet Igniters. 


The Mk IX Comet here 
shown attached to the con- 
troller is a simple, robust 
appliance designed to give 
years of trouble-free service. 
The proved saving in gas con- 
sumption is up to 1,500 cu.ft. . 
per lamp per annum. 


Controller. The type 3A/UNI Controller, which is being increasingly 

accepted as the standard for such equipment throughout the world, 

provides, in combination with the Comet Igniter, the last word in modern 
automatic control. 


NEWBRIDGE WORKS. 
BATH, EN Gime DD. [ee 24 | 
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HIGH CAPACITY 


SLOT AND ORDINARY METERS 


Nothing But the Best Materials and 
Workmanship Used in Their Manufacture 
Repairs— Parts Supplied 


R. LAIDLAW & SON (Edin.) Ltd., SIMON SQUARE WORKS, EDINBURGE | 
8/9, LUDGATE SQUARE, LONDON, E.C.4 








CROSSLEY 


Inclined Hurdles G 4 I 
(Light or Heavy 

Type) with Bottom 

Flat Grids. f or 


oe Sesbher Crs PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS 
———— AND WASHERS 





Embody the latest improvements ——are of 


ee the very best quality--and are in use 
extensively throughout the Kingdom 
Patent Double- 
Barred Grids. 
Send your enquiries for any kind of Grids to:— 
Flat ong for 
Bottom Tiers 
(Closed Ends CROSSLEY. BROTHERS, 


GRID WORKS, BISPHAM, LANCS 


Telephone: BLACKPOOL 51005 (2 lines). Telegrams: ‘‘ Cross_ey, BisPHAM."' 
Lonpon Orrice: Norfolk House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C.2. : 


4 
4 
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FABRICATION IN STEEL 


No fabrication problem comes amiss to WIDNES 
CONSTRUCTIONAL DEPARTMENT. The same 
skilled hands and flexible organisation which 
turned to the building of Bailey Bridges and 
Mulberry Harbour are now once again producing 
Storage Tanks, Condensers, Coolers, Girder 
Assemblies, Frames and the like. 


Developed in logical parallel with the production 
of special-purpose castings, fabrication in steel 
makes still more comprehensive the engineering 
service offered by the WIDNES organisation. 
* * * 

Specialists in the production of Cast and Fabricated 
vessels and equipment in cast iron, mild and 
stainless steels for the gas, chemical, oil, food 


and allied industries. The photograph above shows a fabricated crab frame for a 


15 ton overhead travelling crane all welded construction. 


FOUNDRY & ENGINEERING 


nana aan 762060 O8ns 

WIDNES z251(4LINES) CO.LTD tounone wiones 

LUGSDALE ROAD - WIDNES - LANCS 

London Office: BRETTENHAM HOUSE, LANCASTER PLACE, STRAND, W.C.2 
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THE BvC DUAL-PURPOSE GAS WORKS MODEL 


= The B.V.C. Dual-Purpose Gas Works 

_ Model Is a very efficient mobile unit, | 
with water-cooled container for the | 
removal of hot dust from the tops of | 
retorts. Can be used for general clean- | 
ing by either one or two operators. 


M. 1 RECEIVER WITH WATER= COOLED CONTAINER DUST~ FILTER 


, We shall be pleased to send you full | 
| Information on request. g 


| B.V.C. Flue Dust Removal Plant | 
Equipment Is used by: The Gas Light & 
Coke Co. (Beckton, Nine Elms, Southall ~ 

_ and Brentford). The Birmingham Cor. ” 

| poration Gas Co. The Cardiff Gas Co. © 
The Birkenhead Gas Department. The © 

| Commercial Gas Co. The Reading Gas | 

| Co., ete., ete. 


For Particulars apply Dept. G}/2. 


THE BRITISH VACUUM CLEANER & ENGINEERING CO.LTD. fohutyOuone acnttan aoe 


Head Office and Works: LEATHERHEAD, SURREY. Felegrams : VACUUMISER, PHONE, LEATHERHEAD © 


the leatherthat — 
counts tn Cas belers 


[IAPHRA GM'S 
EPENDABLE 
IAPHRAGMS 


Although our leathers carry the normal guarantee, 

meters returned from war-damaged premises for 

reconditioning have shown that our diaphragms in 

many cases are still completely accurate after being 
in use as long as 35 years. 





Products of the “ all-gas-powered works” 


~™ 
THE DIAPHRAGM a GENERAL LEATHER CO. LTD. 
FRANKLIN ROAD WORKS - -PORTSLADE: SUSSEX 


DIAPHRAGM, PORTSLADE aN 


TELEPHONE : 
PORTSLADE 7266/7 


TELEGRAMS : 
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GAS MAKING PLANTS BU. CE 


FOR RETORT & OVEN HEATING ® GASHOLDERS 
PRODUCER GAS TANDARD, SPIRAL GUIDED & DRY TYPE 


FOR DILUTION PURPOSES: @ WASHERS 


BLUEWATERGAS & PRODUCER GAS 
@ PURIFIERS 


CAST IRON & MILD STEEL 


FOR PRIMARY SUPPLY & PEAK LOADS 
CARBURETTED WATER GAS 


@® CONDENSERS 


HORIZONTAL 


FOR OTHER APPLICATIONS : 


CATALYTIC PROCESSES OF GASES 
@ “MEEHANITE” 


IRON CASTINGS 
HYDROGEN 


(By Steam-lron or Catalytic Processes) 


Reconstructione 
CARBON MONOXIDE Renewaes and 


CARBON DIOXIDE Repairs 


THE POWER-GAS CORPORATION ASHMORE, BENSON, PEASE 
LIMITED & CO. LIMITED 
STOCKTOM-ON - TEES ran STOCKTON-ON-TEES 


LONDON - AUSTRALIA CANADA - SOUTH AFRICA ~ INDIA 
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KIRKHAM, HULETT & CHANDLER LTD. 


UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. Phone : MANSFIELD 1256/7 


Ss ee a 
WASHERS for Ammonia and Benzo! Extraction 
PURIFIERS AND PREHEATERS for Sulphur Extraction 
CONDENSERS for Water Extraction 
| * 


BENZOL PLANTS and TAR EXTRACTORS 


ANNE 


LONDON OFFICE : 


NORFOLK HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2 
Phone : TEMPLEBAR 2943 Grams : WASHER, ESTRAND, LONDON 


PHONE EF PASS & (° TD FELEGRAMS 
DENTON . ° dies TOOLS DENTON. 


2691/2 LANCS. 


GAS & WATER ENGINEERS. DENTON. LANCS. 
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The Difference... 


Good design is essential in all things. Both these cups may be serviceable but the better of the two has 
finer proportions, greater balance and better design, so, too, with Meters :— 


THE BICOIN ATTACHMENT 


Careful design and development over many years, with particular attention paid to production limits 
and tolerances, has enabled us to evolve a precision built prepayment attachment of robust construction, 
which permits complete interchangeability of component parts. 


Briefly, we claim that the many excellent points in the general construction will ensure perfect 


and trouble-free operation on the district. 
(son Gos Lt. 
COVENTRY - LONDON - MANCHESTER 


BLACKPOOL - LEEDS 
Telephone: Coventry 88655. 
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Cc VIS 


Tue Lonpon Ua i | a ee W. KI he & LT D. 


~ aus. (Oy Makers of Electric Pulley Blocks, Cranes and 
. 1 Conveyors. Write for illustrated booklets. 


ie Sees. S$ - SRiekTON *_) P.B.G. WORKS . HITCHIN . HERTS 
———- No.3 


™ DAINTY | (og “wis 
So METER 
LOCKS 


for 


Streamlined 
modern 
design, cast 
iron construc- 
tion and many 
other special 
features— 
notably 


eECURITY! 


land 

err tas tye ts 
throughout the World for 

consumption ‘ ” tecatnerations—so leche ‘M8 


M’ Mecer Lock the symbol of meter security er locks—per: 

In the haystack’ of gas tadustry oquipeaane can be the guardian of profits and is there- 
of gas. fore worthy of serious consideration The ‘M&M’ will resist almost any form 

of violence, will not rust and gives years of faultless service. Lever type, recognised 

as the safest type, it Is a trouble-free lock worth double any cheap imitations—but 

let us quote you and send sample lock to prove our claim. 


R. RUSSELL & SONS LTD.) mitcHeLt 8 


P & Co. 
EEL FOUNDRY, DERBY ieee PATENT 
Agents for Scotland & Northern Ireland: City Road, E.0.1 


JAMES R. THOMSON & CO., 10, Blythswood St., GLASGOW, C.2. | Phone: CLErkenwell 5700 
ELLE LOONIE NG SEL A A 





> 10 tons 


i1ERTS 


IN 
A’ 
‘R 
cS 
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of England 
of security 
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“DEAD WEIGHT ” CALIBRATION 


PLUS 


AUTOMATIC COMPENSATION. . . 


THE AN CE 


Gieatent TER 
Gua ome 


. . ENSURES COMPLETE ACCURACY 


OF INDICATING AND RECORDING 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT « © [1D 


|, WESTMINSTER PALACE GARDENS, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 


"PHONE: ABBEY 2207. "GRAMS: ‘Precision, Sowest London ”’ 


CLAYTON SON & CO., LTD., HUNSLET, LEEDS 


= ¥ ; A eggs 3 Esme rt » Se: & se 


“CASCADE” TAR DISTILLATION PLANT AT COKE OVEN PLANT 
lt =z 
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A Complete 
First Aid 
Service 


FOR INDUSTRY 


“TULLY’ GAS 


THE IDEAL GAS 
l| SUITED TO ALL iit 
MODERN NEEDS 


i 


BY THE PIONEERS OF 


INDUSTRIAL FIRST AID | ECONOMICAL IN USE 
AND 


i ‘| CHEAP TO PRODUCE 


FIRST AID CASES 





As pioneers of Industrial 
SURGICAL DRESSINGS 


First Aid, and actual . | _ THERE ARE SEVERAL HUNDRED 
EDICINAL REQUISITES AND 

manufacturers, we invite “TULLY” PLANTS IN USE 

AMBULANCE SUNDRIES NUMEROUS GAS WORKS ARE 


AND SENDING OUT ALL “TULLY”’ GAS 


your enquiries and place 


our expert advice at 


: AMBULANCE ROOM 
your service, 
FURNITURE Sole Makers and Patentees: 


* | TULLY, SONS & CO., LTD. 


‘A | MILLGATE, 
CUXSON, GERRARD & CO. LTD. | NEWARK-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 


OLDBURY ; BIRMINGHAM 





ALCOSA 


Sy 


GAS & AIR INJECTORS 


Wilkes range of gas and air injectors and 
gas burners covers every Industrial 
Heating requirement efficiently and econ- 
omically. Write now for full particulars. 


A.H. WILKES & CO. 


A subsidiary of William Allday & Co., specialising in Industrial Gas Equipment 
38A, PARADISE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, I. "Phone: Coatbridge 1121 (5 lines) ‘Grams: “Clifiron, Coatbridge” 
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tl 


Many years of experience are behind this Wilton Plant. 


Weak ammonia liquor is converted into concentrated liquor of any 
desired strength up to 25%. 


In doing this, all the ammonia goes into the product. Nothing is 
returned to the well. 


Don’t waste it! |t has as much nitrogen as an equal weight of sulphate. 


The ‘’ Cost of Manufacture ” will gladly be sent on application to: 


THE CHEMICAL ENGINEERING & WILTON’S 
PATENT FURNACE co., LTD. 


HORSHAM SUSSEX 


TELEGRAMS : EVAPORATOR, HORSHAM. TELEPHONE : HORSHAM 965. 
bridge” . 
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‘a te: 
WESTBURY & SEEND 
ORE & OXIDE CO. LTD. 





Producers of Purifying Oxides 


“ Seenorox ” ‘© Westox ” 


“ Seenox ” 


* 


Orders for these vastly 
improved oxides are 


now being booked . 


HEAD OFFICE : 


West Road; Midsomer Norton, 
Nr. Bath 


| Telephone - Midsomer Norton 281 





3-15a, GAOL LANE, HALIFAX 
TELEPHONE: 3224 TELEGRAMS: ‘ TOOLS HALIFAX’ 


Ascension Pipe-cleaners 
WITH FLEXIBLE WIRE OR SOLID STEEL HANDLES 
LARGE STOCKS OF AUGER HEADS 


—~ 
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HH SPECIFY ff 
CROMASTIC } 
LASTIC 
FOR ALL 
INSULATION | 
EXPOSED 
TO 
WEATHER 


FRED. 8. CROW (CROMASTIC), ETD., FORMERLY 


ng". Frey B.CROW. 


CRO-CLEAN WORKS, | 
HARTS LANE, BARKING, ESSEX. | 





ARS 
INVITATION 


In the heart of Industrial England there is 
a well-equipped modern factory covering 
an area of over 7 acres (with ample space 
for expansion) which is at present fully 
occupied with its contribution to the 
Export Drive, and with urgent Domestic 
Requirements. 


Preoccupations of the moment however, do not 

prevent this organization from planning for the 

future, and it is always open to consider manufact- 

uring projects offering scope for development on a 
permanent proprietary basis. 


If you think that it can help you with any project 
you have in mind in the field of LIGHT ENGIN- 
EERING, embracing PRESSWORK, LIGHT 
MACHINING, or NON-FERROUS METAL PRO- 





DUCTION, please write, in full confidence, to:— 


No. 9707, 


“Gas Journal,” 11, Bolt Court, Fleet St., 
London, E.C.4 
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British Vacuum Cleaner & Engineering Co., Ltd, 
Broadbent, J. C., & Co., Ltd. +o 
Broadbent, Thomas, & Sons, Ltd. 
Brockhouse Heater Co., Ltd. ae 
Broom & Wade, Ltd. eee 
Brotherhood, Peter, Ltd. ... 
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Cannon Iron Foundries, Ltd. 
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— F.tungs) eee 
gton, Tom, & ‘Co. Sk) See eco ooo 
Ciinette & Bridah Urailte, Ltd. a 
Chaseside Engineering Co., Lt Ge 
—- ogame & Wilton’s "Patent urnace 
ee ion, Ltd. 
“Citizen” eo 
Clapham Bros., Ltd.” 
Clayton, Son & Co., Ltd. 
Clough h ore “Ltd. ne, és 
Cochr: Annan), Ltd. 
Cochrane & Co. Csheuizaon) Ltd. 
Collins, Thomas, & Co., Ltd. ioe 
Concrete Proofing Co., Ltd. 
Connell, James ~s 
Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co. 
er, 


“9 » Ltd. 
Cowper Penfold & Co., Ltd. 


e, Ltd. . 
Gee & Taylor, Led. 
Crossley, B: 
Crow, Eted B. B. i 
Curtis, Algernon Lewin 
Cutler, Samuel, & Sons, Ltd. 
Cuxson, Gerrard & Co., Ltd. 


D 

Danks, of Netherton, Ltd. .. 
De la Rue Gas Development Lid. 
Dempster, R. & J., Ss 
Dempster, Robert, & m& Ltd. - 420, : 3 
Derbyshire Silica Firebrick ae Ltd. sae “o on 
Devonarc Weld .ng — eke ous $3 
pewrance & Co., Ltd. 

Bete & General Leather Co. Ltd. 396 | 

Cover II | 


{ 
387 | 


‘Lea. ve 


William, & Sons, Ltd. 
= Scraper * Hngineering Co., id. 
Drakes, Ltd... “as “6 
Drew, H.B 
Dunlop. aL, Con ‘Ltd. (General Rubber Goods 
Division) ... 
Durasteel Roofs... +. 


390 


E 

Edgar, William, & Sons, Ltd. 
Electroflo Meters Co., Ltd. 
Electrolux, Ltd. 
Elliott bees, (London), Ltd. 

en LO. ses 

Ewart Chainbelt Co., San, 
Ewart & Sons, Ltd ... rk 


F 
Falk, Stadelmann Co., Ltd. 
Filtrators, Ltd. 
Firth, Blakele: Sons ‘& Co. ‘Ltd... 
vel, S & Co, L 


Flusite om 
Foster Transformers & Switchgear Ltd. *.. 


| 
I.C.I. Metals, Ltd. . 


GAS JOURNAL 


“ JOURNAL” 


Four Oaks Spraying Machine Co. Ltd, 
Fraser & Chalmers, Engineering Works... nad 
Friedman, Athill, Ltd. ed aot 


G 


Gas Meter Co., Ltd. 
& Chemical Co., ied. 


Gibbons Budiey x Ltd. 

Gills Pressure Cas 

Glover, George, & Co. ke Ltd. 

Glover, Thomas, & Co., Ltd. 
Goodall Clayton’ & Co., Ltd. 

Goodyear Mechanical 

Grant & West, Ltd... 

Grant, David, & Co., “Ltd... 

Green & Boul , Ltd. aaa 

Greening, N., ons, Ltd. 


Hamilton, A. H., & Co., Ltd 
Hannan & Buchanan eco 
Hardman & Holden, Ltd. ... 
Harris & Pearson, Lid. | mS 
Harrisons (London), 

Harvey, G. A., & Co. tendon), Lid. 
Heat ’ Air Systems, Ltd. . 

Helliwells, Ltd. 

Hew.tt Construction Co. * td. 

Hilmor, Ltd... - 

Holden & & Brooke, 1 ee 

Holmes, W. & Co., Ltd. 

Horsley Bric >. Thomas Piggott, Led. . on 
Horstmann Gear Co., Ltd. ... ete 
Humphreys & Glasgow, _ 

Hyde, Silas, Ltd. ... 


Incandescent Heat & Co., a os 
International Coin Counting “ss Co. 9 Ltd... 
| International Combustion ... 


J 


oo E. E., & Co., Saag 
eavons Engineeri 
Jenkins, W. J.. & a 
Jobling, James A, & Co. Ltd. 


K 


Keay, E. C. & J., Ltd. 
Keith Blackman, Ltd. 

Key Engineering Co., Ltd... 
King, George W., Ltd. oe 
King, Walter, Ltd... 

Kings Patent ‘Agency, Ltd... 
Kirkham Hulett & Chandier, Ltd. 
Kleenoff Co... a 8 


Klinger, Richard, Ltd. 
L 


Laidlaw, R., & Son, Ltd. ... wd 
Lamont, James H., & Co., Ltd... 
Lancashire Dynamo & Crypto, Led. 
Le Bas Tube Co., Ltd... ‘es éds 
Lomax & Smith, ‘Ltd. ee an a 
London Electric Firm, Ltd. 

London Nameplate Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 
London Welding Co., Ltd.... 


M 
MacPher<on, Deseit, & =e 9 rae, 
Main, R. & A., Ltd. 
Main Water er Heaters, Vedi... 
Mavitta Draftin; EM Machines Ltd. . 
Meltham Silica Firebrick Co., Lid. 
Metronic Instrument Co., Lid. 
Metropolitan — Co. -» Ltd. 
Mewburn, Ellis, & ie 
Midland k, Sg 
Milnes Meters, Ltd. 
Ministry of Fuel... 
Mate ee 

itche! 0. 

Morris Commercial C Cars, Lid. 
Mors Moler 


.. 400 
Cover II 


426 


N 
National Enamels, Ltd. 
National Gas Water Heater Co. " Ltd. 
National Savin: a eat 
New Bowson Ltd. 
Newton into & Go, Ltd. 
Nia Screens (G.B. »s Ltd. 
Ni on & West, Ltd. ... 
North British Rubber Co., Ltd... 
Northern Metal Trading Co. Ltd. 
Northern Pump & Equipment Co., Ltd. 


Oo 
Oxley Engineering Co., Ltd. 


P 
Parkinson & Cowan Gn: encangned amas eee 
Parkinson Stove Co., L 
Pass, E., & Co., Ltd. 
Peckett S _ Lid. 
Peebles & Co., Ltd... 


Perfecta Gas ag me Ltd 


| Sykes & Company ... 





ADVERTISERS 


Power Gas Corporation Ltd. 
Powers-Samas Accounting ‘Machines, Led. 
Press, William, & Son, Ltd. aa 
Puisometer Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Radiant Hestiog. Ltd. 
Radiation, L' 

Ransomes, Sims & Jetiries « we 
Rawigmg et Ltd. .. a 


Ltd... ° 
Renfrew Foundries, Ltd. .. 
a Ltd. . 
aes T Institute of Chemistry 
ber Asbestos Fibre Ltd. 
Resell, R., & Sons, Ltd. 


Salter, T. E., Ltd. ... 

Sawer & Purves 

Scottish Non-Ferrous “Tube Industries, Lid. 
Sentinel (Shrewsbury) Ltd. 

Siebe Gorman & Co., Ltd... 

Sigma Instrument Co., Ltd. 

Sisson, W., & Co. Ltd .. 
Simon-Carves, Ltd... 

Slingsby, W., & Co., Ltd. ¢: 

Smith Meters Ltd. . o 
Spencer Bonecourt, ii 
Spencer vr 9 Ltd... 

Sperryn & Co., 

Stanton } nb os Co. Ltd. 
Stanweld Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Staveley Coal & Iron Co., 47 Sime 
Steels Bngineering ear Ltd... 
Stein, John G., & Co., |. “a 
Sterling Textile fini ek 
Stewarts & Lioyds, Ltd. i 


i; Stoves, Ltd. . 


Strachan & Henshaw, Ltd... 
Stringer Bros. 

Sugg, William, Ltd... 

Sutcliffe Speakman & Co., ‘Ltd. 
Sutherland, A. G., Ltd... 


T 


| Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd. 


Lo Construction & Maintenance Co. eo 
Thomas & Bishop, I Ltd. 

Thomas, Richard, & Baldwins, Ltd. 

Thompson, J Te ge Co., is. 

Tully, Sons, & 

Turbine Furnace Co. Ltd. 

Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd. 


U 


428 


402 


Ufix Boiler Co., Ltd. 
Underpressure Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Vv 


Vale, Thomas, & Sons, Ltd. 
Visco Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Vulcan Stove Co., Ltd. ... 


w 


Wakelin, F. H., Ltd. 
Wailes Dove Bitumastic, Ltd. 
Walker, C. & W., 
Walker, oa "x Co., ‘Lea. : 
Walker, James, & Co., Lt d. 
Waller, George, & Son, Ltd. on 
Wellington Tube Works, Ltd. . 
Westbury & Seend Ore & Oxide Go. Ltd. 
West’s Gas Improvement Co., Ltd. 
West’s Piling & Construction Co. pp Ltd. . 
Westwood & Wrights, Ltd. odd 
Whessoe, Ltd. 
Whitehouse, Wm,, & Co. Ltd, 
Whittaker Ellis, Lt d. 
Widnes Foundry : Engineering Con Ltd. 395 
Wild, M. B., & Co., Ltd. . 
Wilkes, A. Hi. & Co.; Ltd.” ‘ dan --. 402 
Willey & Co. Ltd. ne “a poe aa ia ie 
Williams, John E., Ltd. Pee a 
Williamson rate “Ltd. 
bs ag George, Gas Meters, Ltd. 
inn & Coales, 1 

wine, Charles, L eco 
Witkin Reynolds & “Go., Ltd 
Woodall-Duckham Vertical Retort & Oven Con- 

struction Co. (1920), Ltd. eee eee 
Wright, Alexander, & Co., Ltd. ... 


on. an 
Cover III 


“Cover I 


419 
401 


Agencies 
Appointments Vacant 
Books in Stock 
Company Notices 
Contracts — 
Educational . 
Miscellaneous 
Patents 

Plant, &c. 

Plant for Sale ‘and Wanted .. 
Publications . 


Repairs 
Trade Cards ... 





GAS JOURNAL February 25, 1948 


HUMPHREYS « GLASGOW. 


BIE Ph 


Installations for Production 
of 
Carburetted Water Gas 


Blue Water Gas 


Producer Gas 
Special Gas for Synthetic Processes 


Hydrogen 


Ancillary Plant 
for 


Waste Heat. Steam Production; 


Gas Cooling & Cleaning; Fuel Handling & Charging; 
Ash & Dust Disposal; etc. 


Humglas House, Telephone : 
. Victoria 3961 (six lines) 
Carlisle Place, 
Telegrams: 
London, S.W.1. “ Humglas, Sowest, London.’’ 


Established 1892 





A Mat 
Gas L 
“A C2 
Manui 
Winni 
Gas P 


Burnit 


Persor 
Obitui 
News 


Diary 


February 25, 1948 


GAS JOURNAL 


CONTENTS 


EDITORIAL 


A Matter of Comparison, .. 

Gas Light and Coke 

“A Catastrophe ” 

Manufacture of Plant and Fittings 
Winning, Harvesting, and Utilization of Peat 
Gas Prices Pegged 


Burning Coke Breeze 


Personal 
Obituary 
News in Brief 


Diary 


Advertisement Index Page 405 


PERFECT CONTROL 
ef «Sylatide ec Plot Reso _ ted an for doen 


TEMPERATURE 
CONTROL 


De Za Rue Gas Development Ltd. 
IMPERIAL HOUSE, 84-86 REGENT SREET, 


PERFECTA GAS APPLIANCES 


PAGE 
Gas in France : “* Gas JouRNAL” Abstract-Translation 
from, and comment on, the French Gas Industry as 
reflected by its Press .. a a a ine 


Parliamentary Notes. By “ Abaris ” re a a | 
A Gas Grid for the Midlands: Inauguration of the 
Coventry-Birmingham Link .. oy ys .. 485 
A Chain Grate for the Lancashire Boiler e =. 43 
Co-partnership and a Nationalized Gas Indus:ry _. 4s 
S.B.G.I. Golfing Circle .. ie #3 ey. .. 418 
British Gas Federation .. 2 oi ay .. 418 
Homecraft Course at Bedford... ay he . 418 
Gas Light and Coke Company .. Le Ps = AE 


Gas Undertakings’ Results =f € te 2 8 
Gas Stocks and Shares .. on 2 = ae 
Gas Products Prices ae “iy ayo aed .. 428 


Publishers’ Notice Page S2 


Accurate and reliable temper- 
ature control is indispensable 


’ fired appliances. It economises 
in man-power. It eliminates 
rejects. It contributes to the 
maintenance of hygienic con- 
ditions. /t saves fuel. 


‘““PERFECTA”’ Temperature, 
Regulators and Controls are 
proving their accuracy, reli- 
ability and utility day in and 
day out in a multitude of 
applications. They cover atem- 
perature range from O-1000°C. 
They are equally suitable for 
neat and aerated gas burners ; 
also for air, and gas and air 
mixtures, at low and high 
pressures. 


SAVE FUEL 


DIVISION 
LONDON, WwW. |. Telephone: REGENT 6030 











GAS JOURNAL : February 25, 1948 


eal OON DON and BRANCHES 


MAXILLAY 


LANTERNS 


for Group B Lighting 


For economical Group B Gas Street Lighting for residen- 
tial areas and side streets stipulate the MAXILLA Junior. 
This Lantern differs from other MAXILLA Lanterns in 
Burner Assembly and Reflector. Brass Bottom Feed Pipe 
(}”) to Gas adjuster, Venturi Tube and Air adjuster, and 
to top Burner Supply Tube, Pre-heater and Elbow. 
Morlite Reflector in anodised aluminium, with vertical 
and horizontal adjustment gives almost 200% increase 
in illumination. 

Available with ‘‘ Kingsland ’’ Controller in sizes 
2 It. and 3 It. 

Write for full details and sample to :— 


MAXILLA 
JUNIOR 


PARKINSON & COWAN (GAS METERS) LTD. 


(Lighting Division) 


IRON LANE, STECHFORD, BIRMINGHAM 9 
Telephone: Stechford 2604 












Vol. 253 




























: 
; 









A MATTER OF COMPARISON 


E write this note in the hope that it will be read by 
Members of Parliament and in particular by the 
Member for Scottish Universities, Lieut.-Col. Elliot, 
who has obviously been misinformed about the scope and 
activities of the American gas industry. During the debate 
on the Gas Bill he said : “ The gas industry of the United 
States serves a population of 48 millions . The United 
Kingdom gas industry serves a population of 41 millions. 
The United States industry is operated under 10,500,000 
meters and the United Kingdom under 11,500,000 meters, 
and that is for a country three times the size of ours.” The 
population is “‘ enormously greater in the States, which shows 
how much more efficient our gas industry is, and how 
much greater service it gives than is given even in the 
United States.” And, elaborating his theme, in the House 
of Commons, he went on to say that the output of gas in 
the whole of the United States in 1946 was 476,000,000 cu.ft., 
compared with a figure for the United Kingdom of 
430,000,000 cu.ft. In other words, we were producing very 
nearly as much gas in this small country, which is a quarter 
the size of the State of Texas, as the whole United States 
was producing from ocean to ocean; and in that year we 
had 68,000 miles of mains against 89,000 miles of mains 
in the United States. 
We feel that apology is due to our American friends. 
What are the facts? At the end of 1947 the American 
gas industry had 21,590,000 consumers, and in addition 
it is estimated that 4,000,000 consumers were being served 
with liquefied petroleum gas. Faced with an almost insatiable 
demand for service,the gasundertakings in America expanded 
their production and distribution systems at a pace far 
exceeding any previous period in their history. Construction 
expenditures in 1947 were about $730,000,000. Prior to 
1946 the annual construction expenditures of the industry 
had never exceeded $162,000,000, a fact which throws into 
sharp focus the accelerated pace of the current expansion 
programme. During 1947 construction added 5,370 miles of 
pipeline, bringing the total network up to 229,000 miles, or 
the same mileage as total main line railroad tracks in the 
United States. More than twice as much gas pipeline con- 
struction was authorized by the Federal Power Commission 
in 1947 as in any previous year. Headline news was the 
completion of a 1,200 mile artery from Texas to California, 
and approval of a new 1,500 mile Texas-Detroit line. A 
projected line now awaiting F.P.C. authorization would bring 
Texas gas 1,400 miles to New York, Philadelphia, possibly 
Baltimore, and large areas in New Jersey. A 1,700 mile 
line to the Boston area of New England is contemplated. 
Gasification of coal received added impetus in 1947. A 
large research and development programme was inaugurated 
by the Pittsburgh Consolidation Coal Company and the 
Standard Oil Development Company aiming at gas produc- 
tion suitable for synthesis. Following a year’s operation of 
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a pilot plant it is expected that a commercial unit will 
be built shortly at a cost of $120,000,000. There is also 
a project to determine the possibilities of underground gasi- 
fication of coal. And despite continued shortages of steel 
and other materials high levels of appliance production are 
reported by the Gas Appliance Manufacturers’ Association, 
though total production is still far below the huge potential 
market. An idea of the extent of the market is to be gained 
from the simple statements. that the sales of automatic gas 
water heaters totalled 1,800,000, and that the sales of gas 
cookers amounted to 2,250,000. Gas cooker manufacturers 
have increased their production facilities by more than 
100% of pre-war capacity. 

We give the foregoing facts and figures to correct the 
comparison drawn by Colonel Elliot, and put forward 
seriously in the House of Commons, regarding the magnitude 
of the gas industries in the United States and the United 
Kingdom. 


GAS LIGHT AND COKE 


S befits the largest gas undertaking in the world, the 

Gas Light and Coke Company was as usual the first of 

the London companies to hold its annual meeting this 
year, and the attendance at Gas Industry House last Thurs- 
day was the largest we have seen for many years, probably 
because stockholders wanted to take a farewell look at the 
organization that has meant so much to them and their pre- 
decessors for 136 years. There may be another meeting of 
the proprietors before the vesting date, but so far as ordinary 
general meetings are concerned the meeting reported in full in 
other pages of this issue was bound to be the last before the 
passage of the Gas Bill. 

Nationalization apart, the report and accounts presented 
last week showed further steady recovery of peacetime con- 
ditions, the rate of gas sales increase having slowed down 
from 16% in 1946 over 1945 to 4% in 1947 over 1946, and 
recorded the beginnings of a great reconstruction programme 
involving a capital expenditure of £8,000,000 over the next 
few years. Two years ago hopes were entertained that 
London gas consumers would be presented with a reduction 
in the price of gas by way of an extension of the block 
rate system. Mr. Michael Milne-Watson, in his maiden 
speech as Governor a year ago, had to admit that circum- 
stances had prevented the adoption of those proposals. 
Since then coal prices have jumped enormously, the gas oil 
subsidy has been withdrawn, and the Gas Light and Coke 
Company, like hundreds of other undertakings of all sizes, 
has been compelled to raise the price of gas on two occasions 
in the last six months. Nevertheless, the year’s results have 
proved generally satisfactory, notwithstanding difficulties of 
increased costs, shortages of materials, and the severity >f 
the 75% purchase tax on water heaters. The Industry shares 
the Governor’s hopes that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
will take an early opportunity to repeal the tax on an article 
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which is so essential to the housewife. Gas water heating is 
a necessity, not a luxury. 

In the sphere of legislation the Company, in conjunction 
with the Conjoint Conference of Public Utility Associa- 
tions, successfully petitioned against a part of the London 
County Council (General Powers) Bill, designed to empower 
the County Council and all the Metropolitan Borough 
Councils, including the Westminster City Council, to supply 
district heating to any property acquired by them under the 
Housing Act, 1936. Parliament accepted the majority of the 
ccntentions submitted by the Company, and limited the scope 
of the provisions to the Pimlico scheme undertaken by the 
Westminster City Council. The net effect will be to secure 
that the true cost of district heating is made public and that 
the local authority will, so far as its district heating under- 
taking is concerned, be subject to controls comparable with 
those which apply to the other public utilities. 


‘“*A CATASTROPHE ” 


R. MILNE-WATSON had little to say on nationaliza- 
M tion, though he left no doubt in the minds of the 
stockholders as to the attitude of the Directors 
towards the proposals contained in the Gas Bill. It is in the 
Governor’s view a Catastrophe that the Company should lose 
its identity and with it, perhaps, that personal pride which has 
made it a household name in London. It has survived wars 
and flourished on competition and has done its best to make 
it a fact that “Gas never lets London down.” Under the 
Government’s proposals the Company’s area remains very 
much as it is to-day. Meanwhile, the Directors remain con- 
vinced that the nationalization of the Company is inadvisable, 
unlikely to benefit consumers, and involves considerable 
sacrifice to stockholders. The fight for adequate compensa- 
tion will continue, but the fact remains that the proprietors 
will be handing over a company which is in first class order, 
both financially and as a working organization, for totally 
inadequate compensation. 

In the matter of compensation, the Company is still faced 
with certain unknown factors, such as the nature of the 
compensation stock to be issued and the extent of the adjust- 
ments offered under Clause 25 of the Bill relating to under- 
takings that suffered during the war. In answer to enquiries 
from stockholders, however, a memorandum has been issued 
on the facts as far as at present known. The values of the 
Company’s stocks, for the purposes of compensation on the 
basis laid down in the Bill, are given by the Company together 
with the present gross annual income from £100 of each stock 
and the gross annual income that would be received if the 
holder of £100 stock received in compensation British Gas 
stock issued at par and carrying interest at the rate of 3%. 
per annum. This rate is taken on the analogy of British 
Transport stock, but the Company says that this must not be 
regarded as a forecast of the rate that British Gas stock 
will actually carry. The values are set out as follows :— 


Income 

(gross) if 

3% Stock 

Presentincome is issued at 

Compensation (gross) frem parincom- 

Stock. Value. £100 stock. pensation. 

p.?. r.?. 

£ Ce Kee 

3% Consolidated debenture ... 904% 3 2 162 
34% Redeemable debenture, 

1956 ... 100% 3.3 0 0 
44% Redeemable debenture,. 

1960-65 ... 10875% 
5% Redeemable debenture, 
108,7.% 5 
1024% 


1952-57 ... 
2 3 
. 1034)% 4 
23s. 4d 5 


4 I 


33% Redeemable preference, 
197 


4% Consolidated preference 
Ordinary stock 4 a 


“per £1 unit. 
34% Maximum ... 3 ... 828% 3 0 
In Clause 25 is contairied a further provision for the benefit 
of certain classes of stockholdets who in the case of the Gas 
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Light and Coke Company would be the holders of Ordinary 
and Maximum stocks. It is that the compensation values 
of those stocks shall be increased if it appears to the Ministe: 
of Fuel and Power on representations made by the stock- 
holders’ representative that the total sales of gas by the 
Company were substantially lower in 1944 than in 1938 
because of war damage or transfer of population and as a 
result the Stock Exchange quotations on the dates laid down 
in Clause 24 were lower than they would otherwise have been. 
In fact, the Company’s total sales of gas in 1944 were 12$% 
less than in 1938 for the reasons mentioned, and it appears to 
the Company that the. stockholders’ representative will be in 
a position to make a claim under Clause 25, although no 
forecast can be made of the result of such a claim. The 
stockholders’ representative is referred to in Clause 26 of the 
Bill as the individual appointed to represent the interests of 
all holders of stocks of the Company in connexion with the 
determination of the amount of compensation payable or of 
any payments of interest or dividend made after the vesting 
date. He is to be appointed by the holders of all stocks of 
the Company in accordance with regulations that will be 
made by the Minister of Fuel and Power, and his appoint- 
ment is to be not later than the vesting date. 


MANUFACTURE OF PLANT AND FITTINGS 


In our issue last week we gave a digest of the debate on 
the Bill to Nationalize the Gas Industry, and we recorded 
the speech of Sir Peter Bennett, the Conservative Member for 
Edgbaston, whose remarks were largely concerned about the 
proposed Gas Council’s powers, together with the Area Boards, 
to manufacture gas plant and fittings. We should like, in this 
regard, to give emphasis to Sir Peter Bennett’s arguments and 
to the re-assurance given by the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power. Sir. Peter Bennett rightly argued 
that gas plant manufacture should be left to the people who 
know how to do the job and have developed it in the past. 
and he urged the Government not to interfere with or take over 
that part of the industry which is concerned with the manufac- 
ture of plant. Regarding the manufacture of fittings his conten- 
tion was equally cogent. It is not a bit of use to tell the manu- 
facturers of gas fittings that they can have the export market 
while the Gas Council and the Area Boards tackle the home 
market. We cannot divide the ‘export trade and the home trade 
and put them into two separate compartments. “Our only hope 
of getting the overseas trade,” he remarked, is to have a run 
at the whole lot.” Mr. Robens, the Parliamentary Secretary, 
said there was in fact no threat to those firms which are manu- 
facturing gas plant and fittings. Some existing companies in the 
gas industry already had power to manufacture plant and 
fittings, and if the manufacturers in the industry went on develop- 
ing and giving the Area Boards and the Gas Council a fair deal 
in relation to their products, and provided they did not attempt 
to form price rings, they had nothing to fear from the powers of 
the Council and the Area Boards, 


WINNING, HARVESTING, AND UTILIZATION OF 

PEAT 

Peat is commercially worked in Great Britain on a small scale 
mainly for the production of moss litter and for agricultural and 
horticultural purposes. The pre-war output from commercial 
undertakings was about 120,000 tons per annum and only 2,000 
tons of that amount were sold as fuel. Peat is won by hill- 
country farmers and others for their own domestic use as a 
fuel, but no estimate of quantity can be made. During recent 
periods of fuel shortage, the possibilities of developing peat 
have attracted much attention. It is, therefore, of interest to 
record that the Fuel Research Station, Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, has just published a report entitled 
“The Winning, Harvesting and Utilization of Peat” (H.M. 
Stationery Office, 6d.. by post 7d.). An attempt has been made 
to gather together in concise form most of the information about 
peat, including data from Eire, from the Continent, and from 
North America. In the report certain assumptions are made, on 
which are based estimates of the reserves of peat in Great 


‘Britain that might be made available. It is concluded that about 


1,000 million tons of air-dried peat containing 25% of moisture 
could be won. The heating value of peat as it occurs in the 
bog is only about 6% of that of an equal volume of coal. 
This is due to the fact that peat in the bog contains 90 to 95% 
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of water. The water content in situ can be reduced by drainage 
to 85 or 90%, but air-drying, after the initial winning, is neces- 
sary to reduce the moisture content any further. The peat 
substance when absolutely dry has a calorific value of 9,000 
10 9,500 B.Th.U. per lb. In Eire, owing to coal shortages, the 
production of peat has been stimulated and the annual produc- 
tion is about. 5 million tons of air-dried material. Most of this 
is hand-won, however, and in 1945 only 100,000 tons of peat 
fuel were produced by mechanical methods. The annual pro- 
duction in Eire of machine-cut, air-dried peat in the form of 
peat blocks or sods is about 175 tons per worker employed, This 
compares with corresponding figures for coal in this country of 
260-300 tons per worker per annum. 

The cost of production of machine-cut, air-dried peat in 
Eire was about 24s. per ton in 1945, excluding interest and 
depreciation charges on the plant installed estimated at 10s. per 
ion. The average wage of employees, engaged on piece-rates, 
was about £3 per week. The report suggests that, if allowance is 
made for the different wage-levels in this country, it is unlikely 
that machine-cut peat could be produced in air-dried form any 
cheaper than coal. The total cost of peat briquettes at a factory 
in Eire in 1944-45, when 16,409 tons were produced, was 54s. 9d. 
per ton. The briquettes contained 10% of water and had a 
calorific value of 8,300 B.Th.U. per Ib. 

Comparative costs of transport are also discussed and it is 
concluded that the cost of transporting potential heat in the 
form of hand-won or machine-cut peat would be about 2} times 
greater than in the form of coal, because of the higher calorific 
value of coal, and differences in railway classifications, Obviously 
it would be more economical to utilize peat as near the source 
of production as is possible. The report includes information 
from many sources concerning the use of peat as a domestic 
fuel in various forms and as an industrial fuel for steam raising. 
Data regarding the carbonization of peat have also been included 
with details of yields and analyses of the products obtained. 
There are many difficulties in the commercial development of 
peat as a fuel, but, despite the difficulties, it might be economical 
to develop peat-winning in certain parts of Great Britain, 
especially in districts where transport charges from the coalfields 
are high. In a concluding section, the report indicates the possi- 
bility, by extracting certain peats with solvents, of recovering 
waxes which might be processed to provide substitutes for high- 
priced imported materials such as montan wax. It is implied 
that ,if this process could be economically developed, the com- 
bined utilization of peat as a chemical raw material and as a 
fuel might be an attractive proposition. 


GAS PRICES PEGGED 


As indicated in the debate on the second reading of the Gas 
Bill, the Minister of Fuel and Power has issued an Order pro- 
hibiting, with respect to supplies of gas, reductions in prices, 
introduction of new discounts or rebates, and increases of existing 
discounts or rebates. The Gas Charges Order, 1948 (Supplies and 
Services, Gas, 1948, No. 300), which was laid before Parliament 
on Friday and came into operation on Monday, provides that 
notwithstanding anything in relation to any public utility under- 
taker in any Act or other instrument determining his functions, no 
undertaker shall in respect of the supply of gas (a) reduce any 
ptice charged by him immediately before the coming into opera- 
tion of the Order; (b) introduce any discount or rebate not 
allowed by him immediately before that date; or (c) increase any 
discount or debate allowed by him immediately before that date, 
whether by altering the incidence of any such price, discount or 
rebate, or otherwise, except (i) in pursuance of Article 2 of the 
Gas Charges Order, 1947; or (ii) under the authority of a permit 
granted by the Minister. 


BURNING COKE BREEZE 


The profitable disposal or exploitation of breeze presents a 
somewhat difficult problem. We are thinking of the whole 
fraction, including dust or fines, passing through the de-breezing 
screens and amounting in many cases to as much as 10% 
of the total coke ex-retort-house. Its fuel value is quite 
high. Contrary to some loose statements its ash content is not 
greatly. above that of small coke though, especially where water- 
spraying is practised or where water is used for quenching or 
even carriage, its moisture content may be high. Attempts to 
use jt in producers have not been successful—the failures being 
concealed by the euphemism of “ de-dusted breeze "—and only 
the fine-meshed chain grate stoker can deal with it successfully 
under boilers. The result is that this considerable fraction of 
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the solid residue of the carbonizing process is too often prac- 
tically wasted. Seven or eight per cent. of the gross calorific 
content of the coal is not utilized as fuel. The adaptation of the 
chain grate stoker to the comparatively small cylindrical fire-tube 


of the shell-type boiler, described on another page, provides a 


means—at any rate in works of medium capacity and upwards— 
of rectifying this defect in our gas-making system. We have seen 
this grate utilizing to the full, with as beautiful a fire as we 
ever saw, a rough breeze containing all the dust and without 
any preliminary treatment whatever. We believe the secrets of 
its success are, first, the very fine air spaces in the chain grate 
and secondly the system of recirculation by means of which 
ignition of this difficult fuel is ensured. Banking may be a 
difficulty but we are assured that the burning rate can be reduced 
from the maximum of 25 to 10 lb. of breeze per sq. ft. of grate 
area without risk of extinction. : 


Personal 


Mr. F. G. Howe.t, Local Manager of the Littleport Gas Company, 
Ely, has been appointed Engineer and Manager of the Haverhill, 
Suffolk, Gas{Department, and takes up his new duties on Mar. 1. 

* 


* * 


Mr. J.“F. Rust has been elected a Director of the Monmouth Gas 
and Water Company, the Chepstow Gas Company, and the Caldicot 
and District Gas Light and Coke Company. Mr. Rust is also a 
Director of the Ross and Cowbridge Gas Undertakings and is Engineer 
to the Newport (Mon.) Gas Company. 


* * 


On Feb.14 Mr. R. O. Frame retired from the position of Chief Clerk 
and Cashier to the Burgh of Hamilton Gas Department, after com- 
pleting 51 years’ Corporation service, 48 years being spent with the 
Gas Department. At a social gathering of the chief officials of the 
Burgh presided over by Bailie Walsh, Convener of the Gas Committee, 
a farewell presentation of a fireside chair was made to Mr. Frame, 
and at a second function he’ was presented with a clock from the staff 


and employees of the Gas Department. 
* * * 


Mr. G. SHORTLAND, Plant Superintendent at the Ayre’s Quay 
works of the Sunderland Gas Company, has been appointed Assistant 
Engineer and Manager of the Buxton Corporation Gas Department. 
To mark his departure, Mr. F. P. Fall, Engineer of the Company, 
made a presentation on Friday on behalf of the technical staff, and 
a further presentation was made by the foremen and workmen. On 
their behalf, Mr. W. Losh, Works Delegate, referred to the high esteem 
in which Mr. Shortland had been held, and Mr. Fall spoke of his loyal 
servicejand his progress with the Company. 

* * 


* 


Mr. DoNALD F. YouNG,” A.M.I.C.E., M.lnst.Gas E., has been 
appointed Deputy Manager of the Glasgow Corporation Gas Depart- 
ment. Mr. Young has had 28 years’ service with the Corporation 
and since 1940 has been the Engineering Assistant at the head office. 
During his service he has been Resident Engineer at Dawsholm Gas- 
works, Assistant Manager, Provan Gas-works, and Manager’s Assistant 
on Production and Maintenance. He has therefore had wide ex- 
perience of the four gas-works operated by the Corporation, and the 
supply of coke oven gas from William Dixon, Ltd., and Bairds and 
Scottish Steel, Ltd. ? 

The retirement of Mr. W. CLARK JACKSON, Engineer and Manager of 
th Neath Corporation Gas Department, briefly referred to in last week’s 
‘** JOURNAL,” took effect early in January. Mr. Clark Jackson com- 
menced his duties at Neath in 1915, and had thus served the under- 
taking for a period of 32 years. At the time of his appointment gas 
sales were about 85 million cu.ft. per annum, and when he retired 
they were well over 500 million. He found the works old fashioned 
and in very bad order, and left it in first class condition. The plant 
is now of the best modern standard and the works are comparable 
with any of a similar size in the country. Mr. Clark Jackson was a 
pioneer in the use of gas for industrial purposes, particularly in the tin 
plate and sheet metal industries. Outside his duties at Neath he has 
served as Hon. District Secretary of the South Wales District Board 
of the National Gas Council since 1920, and is carrying on in a similar 
capacity for the Wales and Monmouthshire District Board of the 
British Gas Council. During that period he has also served on a 
number of national committees. He was President of the Wales and 
Monmouthshire Association of Gas Engineers and Managers in 
1923; was Gas Engineering Adviser to the Regional Commissioner 
for the Wales Region during the war; and has served from the outbreak 
of war to date for the Wales Region as Gas Spokesman. He has always 


‘taken an active interest in the work of the Juniors, particularly with 


reference to improving their conditions and affording better facilities 
for their technical training. He is Chairman of several gas companies 
in South Wales and is a member of the West Wales Working Party, 
which is dealing with the projected gas grid for West Wales. 
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Mr. Jas. J. Scott, Engineer, Manager, and Secretary of the Cowden- 
beath Gas Company, and Chief Engineer to the B.E.T. Company 
group of gas undertakings in Scotland, is relinquishing the duties of 
Manager of the Cowdenbeath Gas Company, and taking up resi- 
dence in Edinburgh. Mr. Scott will continue his associatién with the 
Company as Secretary and also as Chief Engineer in conjunction 
with the other u dertakings of the group. Mr. John G. RUTHERFORD 
(Selkirk) has been appointed M nager of the Prestonpans Gas Com- 
pany. Mr. Wm. Morton, Assistant M nager at Cowdenbeath, has 
been appointed Manager to the Richmond Gas Department, and 
takes up his appointment on Mar. 15. 
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Obituary 


The death has occurred of Mr. H. O. Davies, Secretary of the 
Association of Public Lighting Engineers. Born in 1889 and educated 
at Dulwich College, Mr. Davies, who was appointed Secretary of the 
Association in 1936, was widely known in many spheres of life. During 
his term of office as Secretary he made many friends in the public 
lighting field and was largely responsible for many successful 
conferences and lighting exhibitions run annually by the Association 
under the guidance of his organizing and administrative abilities. 





News in Brief 


Permission Has Been Given by the planning authority for the con- 
struction of a gasholder by Leamington Priors Gas Company on 
land at Rustimore Farm. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Midland Association of Gas 
Engineers and Managers will be held at the Queen’s Hotel, Birming- 
ham, at 2.30 p.m. on Thursday, Mar. 18. 


Following an Experiment in fluorescent lighting on the Parade, 
Leamington, the Leamington Priors Gas Company is to have compe- 
tition from the Midland Electric Light Company for the lighting of 
the streets of the borough. 


Middlesbrough Corporation is to invite tenders for the carrying 
out of a plan for building a 24 in. gas main from Middles- 
brough to the new works at Wilton for Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd. The Company will contribute towards the cost. 


Amble (Northumberland) Urban Council has protested to the Amble 
and Warkworth Gas Light and Coke Company regarding the smell 
of the gas supplied to houses and shops. At a meeting of the Council 
it was stated that the Company was awaiting the delivery of purifiers. 


After Being Without Gas for 12 Days, Inverurie was again normally 
supplied on Feb. 8. New plant and equipment being installed was 
completed when there was an unexpected breakdown in the older 
part of the plant. Mr. R. Johnson, Manager of the Inverurie Gas 


Company, is confident that the consumers’ worries are now at an 
end. 


Now Available from the Gas Research Board is Communication 
No. 20/10 (the grey, discussion edition), being the 49th Report of the 
Joint Research Committee of the Gas Research Board and the Uni- 
versity of Leeds, ‘“‘ An Investigation into the Catalytic Synthesis of 
anys for Town Gas Manufacture.” The price is 2s. 6d. per-copy, 
post free. 


South Shields Town Council is to consider, at an early date, plans 
for installing gas in houses which have only electricity for heating 
and lighting. Over 3,000 council houses are involved. In reply to 
a questionnaire in the Cleadon Park area 83° of the tenants said 
they would like gas for cooking, 82% for heating, and 85 % were willing 
to pay service costs of 65s. per house. 


The Executive Committee of the Association of Scientific Workers 
at its February meeting considered the Government’s ‘‘ Statement on 
Personal Incomes, Costs, and Prices.” It reaffirmed its viewpoint 
that the salaries and conditions of service of many sections of scientific 
workers are inadequate and that the Association is compelled to con- 
tinue with its efforts to secure improvements. 


Bradford Corporation Finance Committee is to consider a proposal 
that Bradford Gas Department reserves should be transferred to the 
Finance Committee of the City Council to prevent their being taken 
by the Government when the gas undertaking is nationalized. The 
proposal was adopted by the Finance Accounts Sub-Committee on 
a majority vote. The reserves stood at £226,049 in March last year. 
Sir Anthony Gadie, a former M.P. and Alderman of the City, urges 
the City Council to protest against the Government taking over the 
gas undertaking without compensation. 


Kirkcaldy Gas Department is to erect a new gas making plant some 
four times the size of the existing unit. It will become the central 
unit for a wide area and service some 100,000 consumers. Plans for 
this development are now before the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 
The area covered will be 55 square miles and it is estimated that the 
work will cover a period of some years. The major reason for this 
decision is the fact that coal mining expansion in this part of Scotland 
will involve the creation of new housing and industrial estates, all 
potential consumers of gas and gas appliances. The new town of 
Glenrothes, a coalmining town planned to house miners for the 
Markiench area, will be included in the service area. Bulk supply 
will be piped to Thornton, an adjoining town, and later, to the new 
town of Glenrothes, which lies some seven miles away. Early next 
year new mains will be carrying a bulk supply of gas to West Wemyss, 
an adjoining mining village which has had its own privately owned 
gas-works, operated in connexion with the coal mining industry, for 
many years. If the scheme is approved, it will make the new Kirkcaldy 
unit one of the most modern in the country. 


W. C. Hokmes & Co., Ltd., Huddersfield, are running very short 
of copies of the Condensing and Washing sections of their series 
of brochures. The demand comes chiefly from students preparing 
for examinations. They would be grateful to any of their friends 
who would return to them their copies of either of these sections, 
so that they can oblige their young correspondents. It is expected 
shortly to have a full supply of the new catalogues covering both 
these subjects. 


Great Britain Experienced Severe Wintry Weather over the week end. 
On Monday morning Mr. J. R. W. Alexander, General Manager of the 
British Gas Council, issued a statement in which he said that while 
coal stocks at gas-works are good, prolonged cold weather would tax 
the capacity of gas making and storage plant and might result in 
reduced pressures in some localities. Pre arranged measures to 
maintain supplies are in operation, and these will be more effective 
if the public co operates by keeping gas consumptions within reason- 
able limits, especially during the periods of maximum demand. 


Four Hundred Co-Partners of the Watford and St. Albans Gas 
Company attended a meeting at the Watford Town Hall on Feb. 19 
to discuss the effect of the Gas Bill on their co partnership scheme. | 
After members of the Co partnership Committee had expressed their | 
views, a resolution was passed unanimously to the effect that a depu- | 
tation should wait on the Trade Union officials and on the four Mem- | 
bers of Parliament in the Company’s area, and that representations [| 
should be made to the British Gas Council and the Industrial Co- § 
Partnership Association, asking that full compensation terms for 
loss of co partnership rights be included in the Gas Act and that 
existing concessions made to co-partners, including discounts on gas. 
coke and appliances, should continue. The Company’s Co-partner- | 
ship Scheme has been in operation for almost 40 years. In that time, | 
the Company has distributed no less than £127,000 by way of bonus | 
and interest and co-partners now have almost £100,000 of their money | 
invested in the Company. 5 


Diary 


Feb. 27.—Institution of Mechanical Engineers : Informal Meeting. | 
Discussion on “The Future of Fuel and Power,” | 
introduced by Dr. F. Rogers, 5.30 p.m. 


Feb. 28.—Manchester District Junior Association of Gas Engi- © 


neers: “Producers,” R. Walker (Manchester Gas | 
Department). Visit to Rochdale Road Works of the 
Manchester Gas Department. ’ 
. 4.—Midland Counties Coke Association : Central Committee, | 
2.30 p.m. é 
. 8.—London and Counties Coke Association: Technical Com- | 
mittee, Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. , 
. 9.—National Federation of Gas Coke Associations: Genera! | 
Committee. Gas Industry House, 10 a.m. ; 
. 9.—Federation of Gas Employers: Central Committee. Gas | 
Industry House, 11.30 a.m. 
. 9.—British Gas Council: Central Board, Gas Industry House. 
2.30 p.m. 


. 10.—B.G.C. Domestic Development Committee: Gas Industry 
House, 2.30 p.m. 
Mar. 15.—Women’s Gas Council: Executive Committee, 
Industry House, 1 p.m. 
Mar. 17.—Eastern Junior Gas Association: ‘‘ Mainlaying ”’ (illustrated 
by lantern slides), W. Boden, Technical Service Manager. 
Stanton Ironworks Co., Ltd. At Stewart Hall, St. 
Andrews Hill, Norwich, 2.15 p.m. 
. 18.—Midland Association of Gas Engineers and Managers: 
Annual General Meeting. Queens Hotel, Birmingham. 
2.30 p.m. 


. 8.—Midland Counties Coke Association :. Annual 
Meeting, 2.30 .m. 


Gas 


General 








1948 


y of the 
sducated 
‘y of the 
During 
e public 
uccessful 
sociation 
ilities. 


ry short 
ir series 
reparing 
r friends 
sections, 
expected 
ing both 


veek end. 
yer of the 
hat while 
vould tax 
result in 
sures to 
effective 
n reason- 
nand. 


yans Gas 
1 Feb. 19 
» scheme. 


LP MODIS ack) 






or race 


ssed their | 


t a depu- 
yur Mem- 


sentations | 


strial Co- 
ferms fo! 
and that 


ts on gas, | 
o-partner- | 


that time, 


of bonus 


eir money 


Meeting. | 
| Power,’ 


Sas Engi- © 
ester Gas | 
rks of the | 


ommittee, | 


ical Com- | 


3; General 


SE 


ittee. Gas | 


try House. 


s Industry 


ittee, Gas J 


(illustrated 
e Manager. 
Hall, St. 


Managers: 
irmingham. 


11 General 


February 25, 1948 


GAS _ IN 


GAS JOURNAL 


413 





FRANCE 


*“¢ Gas Journal” Abstract-Translation from, and comment on, the French Gas Industry as reflected 
by its Press 


OOKING back over 1947 the Journal des Usines a Gas 
remarks that the year will be marked by the setting up 
of the new organization of the Gas Industry which with 

its new chiefs installed in their several positions is beginning 
to function normally. There were meetings in November of 
gas and electrical distribution engineers in Paris terminating 
in a visit of inspection to the gas-works at Gennevilliers and 
the Cokeries de la Seine. Headed by M. E. Audibert, Presi- 
dent d’Electricité de France, visitors to the number of 250 
were received, in the absence of M. G. Reclus, President- 
Directeur General de Gaz de France, by M. Paul Leclers, 
Directeur de l’Exploitation de Gaz de France. The close 
association of the two services was insisted upon by M. Audi- 
bert : “The Centres of Distribution are indeed cells ot the 
complex organisms which constitute the French system of 
electricity and gas.” He emphasized the necessity for the 
personnel of the Industries to band themselves together as 
comrades engaged in the task of managing and administrating 
the works entrusted to them replacing the interests of indi- 
vidual undertakings by that of the Industry and the nation as 
a whole. 

The gas made at Gennevilliers is a mixture in varying propot- 
tions of coal gas, carburetted water gas, and producer gas. In 
round figures coal gas capacity (daily) is made up of 14 million 
cu.ft. at 535 B.Th.U./cu.ft. made in 72 Becker ovens carbonizing 
13.5 tonnes per charge, heated by gas generated in four 20 tonne 
and five 40 tonne automatic producers, the surplus being mixed 
with the coal gas, 73 millions at 470 made in 56-9 tonne W.D. 
continuous verticals, and 34 millions at 535 made in two batteries 
of 27 settings of 5.7 tonne inclined chambers. Water gas capacity 
of 2 to 24 millions per day is provided by six lines of Humphreys 
& Glasgow fully mechanized and automatic generators in which 
the calorific value can be varied between 270 and 470 B.Th.U./ 
cu.ft. by regulating oil supply as required. A feature of the very 
complete equipment of ancillary plant is the manufacture otf 
ammonium sulphate in a plant capable of producing 4,000 tonnes 
of sulphate per annum. 

The Cokeries de la Seine are equipped with 45 Becker ovens 
similar to those at Gennevilliers. A further 45 ovens of the 
Koppers type are in course of construction, the first battery of 
15 ovens being already in operation. The ovens are heated by 
gas produced in 12-20 tonne generators with automatic clinkering. 

These two works have also been visited by students of Centre 
d'Etudes Superieures Gaziéres and by other engineers with the 
most diverse interests. Other publicity measures include prepara- 
tions to take part in the approaching Salon des Arts Menagers— 
the first since the war, and the publication of a third brochure in 
the series “Gas in Reconstruction,” this one devoted to the 
production of hot water for domestic use and to the appliances 
available for this service. Edited by M. Kec, in collaboration 
with the Committee of the Association Technique du Gaz, this 
brochure is addressed not only to users but also to architects and 
re uses who will find in its 50 pages a vast amount of practical 
information relating to the possibilities of standard apparatus and 
on the variety of solutions afforded by gas to the different problems 
in the production and distribution of hot water in dwellings. 

In France, as in Britain, research is very much in mind and 
the Research Organization of Gaz de France is more than ever 
preoccupied with the installation of a laboratory worthy of the 
Industry, taking up again the project outlined about two years ago 
by the Association Technique du Gaz. 

The present shortage of fuels and the increasing part played by 
natural gas throughout the world is again exciting the interest of 
gas engineers in the search for natural gas in the Alpine foothills 
and the exploitation of the accumulations already located there. 
Funds are now available to defray the cost of borings and the 
study of the geological formations in which deposits may be 
found has been undertaken. 


A New Shunt Meter 


M. R. Duchéne (of the late Cie. du Gaz de Paris) describes a 
new form of provastional gas meter. Such meters, provided that 
they pass and measure a fraction of the total stream which is 
rigorously constant, permit the use of apparatus of much smaller 
dimensions than are required to measure the whole volume. The 
principle of the “compteur dynamique” consists in creating a 
loss of pressure by means of a diaphragm placed in the gas stream 
and to utilize this to operate a small volumetric meter (generally 
of the five-burner size) placed in a shunt between up and down- 
stream of the diaphragm. The volume passing the small meter 


is regulated by a second diaphragm placed in the shunt. The 
volume measured by the small meter bears a straight-line rela- 
tion to the main stream so long as the minimum volume passing 
is not less than one-third the normal. The new design is aimed 
at reducing this fraction. A mathematical analysis shows that 
the required conditions are obtained by the substitution for the 
orifices of a series of porous diaphragms. A schematic drawing 
and photograph show a meter for 40 m’* (1,400 cu.ft.)/hour com- 
posed of a cylindrical steel vessel] placed in the circuit divided into 
six superimposed compartments each containing a porous disc 
300 mm. dia. by 15 mm. thick surmounted by another porous 
disc 48 mm. dia. leading to the shunt meter which is of the 
five-burner size. The ratio between the sum of the surfaces of 
the big discs and that of the small one is 40/1. In the pipe after 
the shunt meter a diaphragm is placed with an orifice to limit the 
pressure difference across the meter to the critical value for con- 
tinuous registration—i.e., of the order of 2 to 3 mm. An 
arrangement of this type designed to measure 100 m*/hour begins 
to register at 6m*/hour. The arrangement “ plays a part analogous 
to that of a pantograph used for a reduction of scale.” An appli- 
cation of the principle is shown for the regulation of gas supply to 
an indicating calorimeter. 

M. Maurin’s study of the use of the potentiometer in the m- 
vestigation of soils traversed by gas mains is concluded with the 
exception of the promise of an actual example of its use in the 
study of the Valence-Romans feeder. The advantages of the 
method are (1) that it provides the means of a relatively cheap 
preliminary investigation of the conditions to be encountered in 
the laying of a projected pipe-line and (2) that its use after the 
main is laid greatly facilitates maintenance; “it is possible to 
intervene before the incident becomes an accident.” 

Meetings and discussions have been held to express the need 
for the setting up of a research organization with laboratories 
both chemical and physical to deal with the problems arising 
in and the future development of gas manufacture and supply 
in France. 

Coal imported from America is not giving unmixed satisfac- 
tion. The Directeur-General of Gas Coal Supplies has been to 
the United States to try to find the reasons. He reports that 
Americans do not seem to know what gas coal is because they 
have practically no gas-works! Apart from natural gas they 
distribute coke oven gas and carburetted water gas. That the 
best mines in the U.S.A. being the property of the steel industry 
or of the railway companies, it is the residue which is exported. 
without regard to its suitability to the purpose for which it is 
intended. And further that the speed with which wagons and 
ships are loaded does not permit classification of cargoes accord- 
ing to the mine of origin. For the time being the Association 
Technique for Coal Imports has eliminated the purchase of cer- 
tain qualities and certain mixtures which have given dis- 
satisfaction. 


Floods 


The Journal des Usines a4 Gaz opens its 72nd year cf service 
to the Gas Industry of France by recording the strenuous and 
heroic efforts of gas engineers and their staffs in A'sace and 
Lorraine in coping with the disastrous floods which marked the 
closing days of 1947 and the opening ones of the new year. Gas 
supply was completely cut off for two days or more in several 
large and many small towns, including Metz, Thionville, and 
Nancy. We join in congratulating our colleagues on their suc- 
cess in restoring the position in the whole region in the record 
time of a week and in the honour paid to them by the Directeur 
de Gaz de France in that they neglected their own interests and 
carried out their duty with a zest and devotion beyond all praise. 
We are glad to note that they suffered no casualties but we regret 
that some of them suffered losses, which cannot be ignored in 
these desperate days, of furniture, clothing, provisions, &c. 

MM. A. Renauldon (Engineer to the Research Department of 
Gaz de France) and E. Reyrichou (Divisional Engineer to the 
Service of Domestic and Industrial Supply, &c) contribute to the 
Journal a detailed study of the methods prescribed in the Code 
for the testing of installations of gas supply to dwelling places. 
The Code prescribes a test at 500 mm. water pressure (say 20 in.) 
before plastering and painting and a further test at the normal 
pressure of supply to establish the absence of leakage after the 
insta'lation is complete. The first is already dealt with in the 
Manual issued by the Association Technique but the authors 
think that certain points need clarification and that the Manual 
needs revision and development in a future edition. The present 
study is put forward as a basis for the elaboration of new regula- 


tions. 
Mr. R. Billion (Gas Engineer, Bordeaux) describes the manu- 
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facture of oil gas undertaken in December, 1946, to make u 
for the coal shortage. The plant consists of intermittent yartionl 
retorts designed for a coal charge of 2.1 tonnes, height 5 m., 
major axis 2.2 m., minor axis 260-325 mm. : 

Two methods were tried, (a) injection gas oil on to hot coke 
with steaming from below, (b) injecting a mixture of oil and 
steam into the empty retort. (a) In a retort filled with coke in- 
troduced cold in quantities varying from 40 cm. to 4 m. in depth, 
say 150 to 1,500 Kg., up to 30 litres (say 6.6 gall.) of oil were 
gasified per hour in ordinary working, the oil being sprayed on 
to the top of the coke. The 24 hour cycle was, introduction 
of cold coke following complete discharge, heating up for 5 
hours, commence steaming at the base at the 5th hour continuing 
to the 24th, introduction of liquid oil from the top at 54 hours 
continuing for 17.30 hours. Heats were regulated to 750° inside 
the retort, 1,150° in the flues. It appeared necessary to provoke 
a sufficient agitation of the vapours in the upper part of the 
retort to ensure that the particles of gas oil came into contact 
with the walls but did not remain there. An adequate move- 
ment was obtained by injecting 30 kg/hour of steam at the base 
of the coke, which produced a quantity of water gas of low 
quality. It was estimated that 20% of the steam was undecom- 
posed. The total gas produced showed an analysis of CO, 
5%, CnaHm 7.6, O, 1.2, CO 23.6, H, 31.6, CH, 18.2, N, 12.8 
and calorific value 5,300 cal/m* (say, 555 B.Th.U./cu.ft.). The 
volume of gas made per retort per day was of the same order 
as that with coal. The thermal yield was of the order of 66% 
of the calorific content of the oil. It was found mecessary to 
limit the temperature of the retort walls to 750°C. Above this 
soot was formed; indeed, this occurred at 650° if the agitation 
within the retort was insufficient. It was not found possible 
to extend the cycle beyond 48 hours because after that the oil- 
coke formed a coke around the point of impact of the jet which 
made it adhere to the retort walls necessitating rodding to get it 
away. Excess of gas oil above 30 litres/hour also produced 
agglomeration and rendered the coke black. (b) In the empty 
retort it was possible to treat up to 60 litres/hour (say, 13.2 gall.) 
injecting from the base of the retort a 50/50 mixture of oil and 
steam. The run could last 48 hours before cleaning. The steam 
and oil were introduced separately under a pressure of, say, 
20 Ib./sq. in. through diaphragms in a common pipe about 3 m. 
long. The temperature in the flues was about 1,050°C. The 
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thermal yield was greater than with method (a) (is- it possible 
that the silicates of alumina of the retort walls has a catalytic 
effect?). The gas obtained had a calorific value of the order 
of 11,000 cal./m* (say, 1,155 B.Th.U./cu.ft.) and an analysis of 
CO, 2.2%, CaHm 28.4, O, 0.8, CO 3, H, 13.8, CH, 38, N, 13.8. 
This method was only tried in one retort but it is estimated 
that 71.5 to 78% of the calorific content of the oil was recovered 
in gaseous form. 

The relative thermal efficiencies of the two methods are esti- 
mated to be 52% and 56.3% respectively, excluding tar and coke. 

It is suggested that other methods might be investigated in- 
cluding the use of highly superheated in place of saturated steam. 
the use of superheated producer gas, the use of a bed of silico- 
aluminous debris instead of coke and even that of lumps of cast- 
iron, 

Coke Ovens at Cornillon 


A visit of regional engineers was paid jn December to the 
Works at Cornillon where a large battery of coke ovens for the 
supply of the Paris region is under construction. When it is 
finished, for the winter of 1950-51, it will comprise 60 ovens 
carbonizing daily 1,350 tons of coal. The ovens in silica, with 
free expansion and compound heating, will be 13.75 m. in 
length 0.40 m. wide, 4.25 m. high for a charge of 16/5 tons 
carbonized in a minimum of 16 hours. It is anticipated that 
labour cost will be very considerably reduced and that fuel con- 
sumption will be as low as 14% by weight of coal carbonized. 
This plant is subsequently to be expanded to 180 ovens which 
will permit the abandonment of the older installations at Landy 
and La Villette. 

M. Reclus, President Directeur General of Gaz. de France, 
addressing the visitors, said that the principal value of such 
visits was the opportunity they afforded for the establishment 
of contact between members of the staffs and their chiefs and 
among themselves. During the 18 months of nationalization a 
considerable amount of work had been done already to build 
up the organization but it was now necessary to give it life. 
To this end it was above all necessary to ensure the constant 
flow through it of ideas and sentiments, currents which could 
only flow through men, currents which would only arise in the 
first instance when men came into close contact with one another 
at sufficiently frequent intervals. 





PARLIAMENTARY NOTES 


by ‘* Abaris ” 


T the end of January the Member for Horncastle asked 
the Minister of Fuel and Power whether he could state 
if the scheme of the Stretford Electricity Board, Lanca- 

shire, to give its consumers a discount if they had saved at 
least 10% of their electricity, had achieved its object ; and if 
he proposed to extend the scheme to other parts of the 
country. Mr. Gaitskell replied that the evidence available 
was not sufficient to show whether the scheme in question had 
achieved its object. 

Commander Noble, Member for Chelsea, asked if the Minister 
would consider granting permits, to run motor cars on calor gas, 
to owners who had their cars so fitted as a result of an official 
announcement. The reply was in the affirmative, if it could be 
proved definitely that the conversion was carried out before 
Jan. 8, 1948, on which date it was made clear that the use of 
calor gas for that purpose would be prohibited. 

Sir Ralph Glyn asked if the Minister was in a position to give 
assurances to all firms who, at the request of the Government, 
converted boilers from coal to oil firing, that adequate supplies 
of oil would be available during the next six months, and whether 
he was aware that insufficient storage facilities were preventing 
the accumulation of stocks. Mr. Gaitskell assured the questioner 
that adequate supplies of oil would be available, but he was not 
aware of the shortage of storage facilities. He asked for further 
particulars. 

Early this month the Minister replied to further questions of 
interest to the -Gas Industry. He was asked, for example, 
what progress had been made with the .experiments for 


eliminating sulphur from fuel oil, and whether he would give’ 


assurance that such elimination was a sine qua non of the scheme 
for the oil burning power station at Bankside. The pilot gas- 
washing plant, said Mr. Gaitskell, would be ready for operation 
in June this year; he would say yes, to the rest of the question. 

A Member asked whether the Interdepartmental Committee on 
Domestic Heating had yet recommended that the output of im- 
proved solid fuel burning appliances made it possible to act on 
the recommendation of the Fuel and Power Advisory Council that 
the manufacture and sale of new appliances falling below approved 
standards should be prohibited as soon as possible, and how soon 
the prohibition would be issued. 

Mr. Gaitskell said no; the Committee had reported that the 
output of solid fuel burning appliances was not yet sufficient to 


justify any prohibition. His questioner asked him if he would 
agree that there was no more fruitful way of saving coal than to 
install these new, improved grates ; would the Minister say whether 
he accepted the recommendation of the Advisory Council, and 
would put it into force as soon as possible. Mr. Gaitskell: “ Yes, 
we have accepted that recommendation and I entirely agree that 
it is most desirable, but we cannot take such a drastic step as 
prohibiting the production of these older appliances until we are 
satisfied that it is practical.” 


The publication of technical information by servants of the 
National Coal Board was raised on Feb. 8 when a Member asked 
if such servants had full liberty to publish information on 
technical subjects in which they were specialists. The Minister 
replied that he had no evidence that servants of the National Coal 
Board were unfavourably treated, and that he did not propose 
to issue general directions to cover hypothetical contingencies. The 
Member who raised the point said that there was considerable 
uneasiness in the matter of “freedom to propagate progressive 
ideas,” and would the Minister see that freedom was assured to 
all employees. No one had suggested, said Mr. Gaitskell, that 
the technicians concerned were not free to give their knowledge 
to the world, but he would be glad to have details from the Hon. 
Member. 

The Member for Blackpool asked the Minister what informa- 
tion he had received from his representatives who visited the 
United States of America to study the “ Gorgas” experiments in 
underground gasification; and if it was proposed to conduct 
similar experiments in this country. 

The Minister said that his representatives, with members of 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, had seen 
the experiments; the question of repeating them in _ this 
country was under consideration, but no ‘decision had been 
reached as to whether such experiments could be justified at this 
stage. 

The Member for Stoke asked the Minister of Health when the 
promise made to him on Feb. 10, 1938, on smoke abatement was 
going to be implemented, and if he would call for a report on the 
smoke pall of the atmosphere, and take early action to apply 
a modern policy of smoke abatement. 

Mr. Bevan said the reply to the first part was when the legis- 
lative time-table permitted. As to the second point, investigations 
were already proceeding and such action was being taken as was 
possible in the present shortages of materials. 
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An impression of the Coventry-Birmingham gas grid, showing how 


nine undertakings are now interlinked. 


industry was signalized by the formal inauguration of the 

link for the supply of gas between Birmingham and 
Coventry on Thursday, Feb. 19. With the opening of the inlets 
at the Meter House at Packington on the borders of the areas 
of ‘the two undertakings, there is direct connexion between nine 
undertakings. Coventry supplies gas in bulk to Nuneaton and 
Rugby, and Birmingham has agreements with Smethwick, West 
Bromwich, Uudley, Oldbury, and Bromsgrove. 

The 500 million cu.ft. of gas per annum involved in the linking 
up of Coventry and Birmingham is a comparatively small amount 
—about 2% of the output of the Birmingham undertaking—but 
this figure is not indicative of the importance of the project. The 
Birmingham Gas Department is the largest municipal undertaking 
in the world and the second largest undertaking in this country. 
The area of supply is about 200 sq. miles and to serve its 350,000 
consumers 2,190 miles of mains of 3 in. and upwards are required 
in addition to smaller services laid in highways and on private 
property. Superimposed on this network is a “grid” of high 
and medium pressure booster mains which has been in operation 
for many years. With a widely dispersed rural population it is 
comparatively easy to find routes along country roads, but with a 
highly developed built up area such as exists in Birmingham, with 
its complicated system of public utility services—gas, electricity, 
water, G.P.O., sewers, and so on—the accommodation of such a 
system becomes intricate and difficult. 

Last Christmas Day the Birmingham undertaking put out more 
than 6.66 million cu.ft. of gas during the hour from 12 noon 
to 1 p.m., but the total daily output was only 53,603,000 cu.ft. 
compared with the maximum day’s output of 95,964,000 cu.ft. 
The main Birmingham works are in the centre of the City and 
since some consumers are 10 miles away, it is a matter of some 
difficulty to supply gas at times of peak demand to the fringe areas 
at uniform pressure, due to the demands of the consumers in 
closer proximity to the works. The medium and high pressure 
systems inject a supply of gas to the attenuated mains system on 
the outskirts. 


Bulk Supplies Round Birmingham 


These problems also persist in the smaller undertakings which 
are coterminus with Birmingham, and for a number of years 
Birmingham has assisted neighbouring undertakings in the west 
and south-west in this respect. Birmingham is committed to 
afford a supply of 72 mill. cu.ft. of gas per annum to Broms- 
grove, 240 mill. cu.ft. to Smethwick, 260 mill. cu.ft. to West 
Bromwich, 120 mill. cu.ft. to Oldbury, and 360 mill. cu.ft. to 
Dudley, a total commitment of 1,052 mill. cu.ft. per annum. 

On the eastern side of the City an extensive house building 

rogramme is in progress and even further east are the two out- 
ying districts of Marston Green and Coleshill. At times of peak 
demand pressures in these districts, while conforming to statutory 
—— do not maintain the pressure available in off-peak 
periods. 

Since the City of Coventry Gas Department had manufacturing 
capacity to spare, it was decided to enter into an agreement with 
Coventry for the supply of 500 mill. cu.ft. of gas per annum, about 
10% of Coventry’s output, for reinforcement purposes in 
Birmingham’s rural and semi-rural areas. Coventry is able to 
assist other neighbouring undertakings, as instanced. by Rugby 
and Nuneaton, due to the progressive position of both the manu- 
facturing and distribution plant and equipment. The assistance 
rendered to these three undertakings represents a total of 25% 
increased output on the present figure of 4,000 mill. cu.ft. per 
annum, viz.: a minimum of 500 mill. to Birmingham, 200 mill. 
to Rugby and 200 mill. to Nuneaton. 

Facilities to afford these supplies were rendered easy from a 
distribution angle by Coventry’s foresight in installing some years 
ago a 15 in. high pressure steel ring main around the City of some 
14 miles in length, together with compressors equivalent to 
1,000,000 cu.ft. per hour at 20 Ib. pressure per sq.in. This high 
pressure plant was designed principally to augment the supply 
of gas to the outskirts of the Eity and comprises 10 high pressure 
governor stations in addition to affording a bulk supply of gas 
to the Urban Districts of Kenilworth and Bedworth, which under- 
takings were acquired by the Coventry Gas Department in 1927 
and 1930 respectively. 

The Coventry undertaking supplies 75,000 consumers throughout 
520 miles of main varying in size from 4 in. to 24 in. controlled 
by 12 station governors giving individual control to each of these 
areas. The manufacturing plant is one of the most modern in 
the country, laid out on a well designed and spacious site at 
Foleshill. - 

The Birmingham connexion to the Coventry main is taken from 
the high pressure main at the Holyhead Hotel, Holyhead Road. 
Coventry, and follows the main Birmingham road through the 
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villages of Allesley, Pickford Brook, and Meriden. The laying of 
the main presented little difficulty except in the village of Allesley 
where troubles were overcome by the skill of the contractors— 
Messrs. E. E. Jeavons, of Tipton—who executed the contract with 
every satisfaction. The Coventry section of main was completed 
on Feb. 3, tested at 50 Ib. pressure which stood satisfactorily for 
18 hours, purged of air on Feb. 10, and gas was available to the 
meter house on Feb. 11. 

The new main is 12 in. in diameter, made of spun cast iron, 
Class “ C,” and jointed by means of the Staveley bolt type flexible 
joint. The pipes, specials, and joints were supplied by the Staveley 
Coal and Iron Co., Ltd. The flexible joints are made by means 
of a rubber ring rectangular in section which incorporates a lead 
facing. The rubber ring is held in position by means of a pressure 
plate. 

In the meter house is installed both a pressure governor for 
maintaining a constant pressure of gas—about 7 lb. per sq. in.—at 
the inlet to the meter and a volumetric governor for maintaining 
a constant rate of flow irrespective of the demands on _ the 
Birmingham side. The excess gas is decanted into the Birmingham 
system at the Yew Tree by means of a relief valve which will be 
set according to requirements, but will probably be 2 to 3 Ib. 
per sq. in. 


The Contractors 


Two contractors have been employed—Messrs. Whittaker Ellis, 
Ltd., have completed the seven miles between the Yew Tree 
governor house and the meter house at Packington, and Messrs. 
Jeavons & Co. have finished the section of five miles between 
the meter house and the ring main at Coventry. The meter house 
was planned to accommodate a high pressure Reynolds governor, 
a Connersville meter (as delivery of this meter could not be 
obtained in time a Kent shunt meter was installed as a temporary 
measure), the volumetric governor and the associated instruments. 

The governors were supplied by the Bryan Donkin Company 
and the meter house was designed by Messrs. Alfred Harper & 
Sons and built by Messrs. Frank Davis (Builders), Ltd., to 
harmonize with the Warwickshire rural surroundings. 

Piloting commenced on the Birmingham section on April 18, 
1947, and the first pipes were laid on April 21. The schedule rate 
of delivery of pipes was achieved on June 16 and the main was 
completed and tested on Jan. 18. The various meter house con- 
nexions and governors were completed and the whole section 
between the Yew Tree governor house and the meter house at 
Packington was gassed up on Jan. 22. During the week ended 
Oct. 25, three gangs working a 47-hour week laid and tested 
604 yd. of main. 

The average depth is 2-3 ft., but the maximum depth at one 
.point where it was necessary to leave provision for the re-grading 
of the road contour was 7 ft. There are eight valves and 33 
syphons in the run of main. 

The cost of the pipes, specials, and governors, the building of 
the meter house, the excavation, laying and testing, re-filling and 
reinstatement of the trenches will be about £100,000. The cost 
of the project is being shared by the two undertakings. 

The main was laid to a rigid specification. It was stipulated 
that the pipes should be tested in sections after laying, by pump- 
ing up with compressed air to 50 Ib. per sq. in. and after an initial 

tiod of four hours it was laid down that the pressure should not 

all during the succeeding 12 hours. When the Birmingham section 
of seven miles was laid two compressors were connected, one at 
each end of the main, and after nine hours the whole main was 
pumped up to 45 Ib. per sq. in. and no pressure drop was noted 
during the following 36 hours. The connexions have been 


arranged so that if necessary gas can be sent from Birmingham to 
Coventry. 


The Inaugural Ceremony 


The inaugural ceremony took place at the meter house at 
Packington, where the Lord Mayor of Birmingham (Councillor 
J. C. Burman, J.P.) and the Lady Mayoress were accompanied 
by Councillor Seymour J. Brown (Chairman of the Gas Com- 
mittee), Mr. Alex W. Lee (General Manager and Secretary of the 
Gas Department), and Mr. F. L. Atkin (Distribution Engineer). 
The Deputy Mayor of Coventry (Councillor W. H. Malcolm) in 
the absence through indisposition of the Mayor (Alderman R. 
Cramb. J.P.) and the Mayoress were accompanied by Alderman 
J. Howat (Chairman of the Gas Committee), Mr. J. E. Wakeford 
(Engineer and Manager) and Mr. F. A. C. Pykett (Distributing 
Engineer). 

Councillor Seymour J. Brown, in a brief introduction, said 
the austerity created by the war and its aftermath was responsible 
for having brought about the circumstances which made this 
co-operative effort so desirable. Shortage of labour and materials 
made it necessary during the war for the Gas Industry to “ make 
do and mend,” with the result that normal extensions to gas 
making plant could not be proceeded with, and the increasingly 
straitened economic situation had prevented much of the large 
scale re-equipment so urgently needed at gas-works. Most under- 
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takings were, therefore, experiencing difficulty in meeting growing 
demands for gas. Smaller undertakings were Having a particu- 
larly trying time because they did not possess the same resiliency 
as the larger concerns, and in the last three years Birmingham 
had entered into agreements to supply gas in bulk to five neigh- 
bours to the west and south-west of its territory to the extent 
of 1,052 mill. cu, ft. per annum. 

The idea of Birmingham obtaining a supply from Coventry 
was first conceived in November, 1946, when it became known 
that Coventry had manufacturing capacity in excess of its own 
immediate needs. Augmentation of the supply of gas in the 
eastern portion of the Birmingham area had become desirable, 
and mutually satisfactory arrangements were made for Birming- 
ham to receive.a minimum of 500 mill. cu. ft. per annum. The 
technical arrangements would enable gas to flow in the reverse 
direction, ie., from Birmingham to Coventry, should future 
circumstances so dictate. As Coventry was already supplying 
gas in bulk to two other undertakings the new link would 
result in the intercommunication of nine separate undertakings, 
thus forming the framework of a gas grid which might con- 
ceivably be developed in the future. 

The Mayor of Coventry and Alderman Howat then turned 
the inlet valve in the meter house, and the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham and Councillor Seymour Brown similarly operated 
the outlet valve. 5 

The Lord Mayor of Birmingham said it was now known that 
during the war years Birmingham was able to help some of her 
neighbours, towns which had war demands due to new factories 
and increased factory accommodation, with which they were 
unable to cope. Assistance was given and commitments still 
remained. Help was being given on the side of the City where 
pressure was adequate, but on the other they were looking to 
Coventry and never before had such a long length of main con- 
nected two industrial cities. It was possible that this was the 
beginning of a gas grid for the whole country. The Gas Industry 
was to be taken out of their hands domestically and no doubt 
when the State was in control a great deal more inter-connexion 
would be arranged. But that scheme was conceived by the two 
cities while they were still separate and able to maintain efficient 
undertakings, so in a small way they had possibly set an example 
for future developments. 

He was convinced that gas had a great future in the industrial 
field. The great majority of housewives, too, still preferred to 
cook by gas and there was a large field for development in water 
heating and space heating. He hoped the solid fuel boiler would 
continue to give way to gas fired plant which was cleaner and 
more pleasant for housewives to work. There was, too, a great 
field for gas in the central heating of flats and blocks of offices. 

The Deputy Mayor of Coventry expressed regret at the absence 
of the Mayor, owing to indisposition, at a function which he had 
hoped would be one of the high lights of his year of office. This 
was another chapter in a tale of two cities and it was something 
far greater than they had done before. The friendly co-operation 
which was evidenced that day between two municipalities would 
lead to economies on both sides. Coventry especially would have 
the means of developing the supply of gas to thousands of homes 
in the statutory area which previously were too far distant from 
the distribution system for gas to be supplied. The City Fathers 
who were responsible for the taking over of the supply of gas 
in Coventry in 1884 never in their wildest dreams thought of a 
pipe line of the length that had now been brought into use. 

At the close of the ceremony the party proceeded to the 
Forest Hall, Meriden, for luncheon, presided over by Alderman 
J. Howat. 


Approach of Nationalization 


Alderman J. Howat, proposing the toast of “The City of 
Birmingham,” said the completion of the scheme had only been 
possible because of the happy spirit of co-operation between the 
two undertakings. When representatives of the two bodies talked 
over the details of the scheme with the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, approval and licences were granted within an hour. That 
was real tribute to the Ministry. Having regard to nationalization 
it was interesting that both Birmingham and Coventry were within 
the West Midland area and 75% of the Gas Industry in the area 
was already inter-connected. Despite the heavy increase in wages 
and materials Coventry was proud that the price of gas to-day 
stood as it did six years ago. Birmingham, he believed, was in 
a similar position. Whether that could be maintained he could 
not say, but the present scheme would form a solid foundation 
for nationalization, well ahead of schedule and in front of many 
proposals in the Gas Bill. 

The Lord Mayor of Birmingham, responding, said they owned 
their undertakings but it might be that when they met again they 
would not do so. That did not mean to say that they had not 
been run extraordinarily well while under their control and he 
sometimes wondered whether, if municipal undertakings had not 
been run so successfully, they would have appeared so attractive 
to another great department of the State. 

Councillor Seymour J. Brown proposed the toast of “ The City 
of Coventry” and paid tribute to its heroic part in the war 
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effort in 1939-45. He hoped the time was not far distant when 
the scars of war would be obliterated and the centre of the City 
and its cathedral restored. It had been a revelation to witness 
the growth of the City in recent years. There appeared to be 
no limit to its growth, and as this was tending towards Birming- 
ham he foresaw more of that picturesque land between the two 
cities being absorbed for housing and manufacturing purposes. 
The link up of the two gas undertakings might have far reaching 
effects under nationalization. Since Birmingham had undertaken 
to afford bulk supplies to five neighbouring undertakings the 
demand had at times been met only with extreme difficulty, and 
Coventry’s assistance was, therefore, greatly appreciated. 

The work of laying approximately 13 miles of 12 in. main 
had been an engineering feat and he congratulated the main- 
laying contractors on the expeditious and satisfactory manner 
in which the work had been performed. Under the Gas Bill it 
was likely that by this time next year the Industry would be 
under State ownership. So far as the limits of the West Midland 
region, as outlined in the Bill, were concerned, there was little 
cause for comment. It appeared satisfactory and in terms of 
gas output it was at present the fourth largest in the country. 
Its potentialities were, however, especially so far as gas for 
industrial purposes was concerned, so vast that he prophesicd 
that before many years had passed it would be the most impor- 
tant region in the country. 

Although the Bill did not cover anything but the establish- 
ment of the Gas Council and the Area Boards, he thought it 
would be visualized that within the regions decentralization would 
have to take place and district organizations comprising groups 
of gas undertakings within the region created. If that procedure 
was followed, he believed the present undertakings of Coventry 
and Birmingham would form the backbone of such district 
organizations in the West Midland region. Many would be loth 
to see such undertakings as Coventry and Birmingham severed 
from the control of their local authorities who had operated 
them efficiently, and he hoped that when the Area Boards were 
constituted they would be controlled in the main by personnel 
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from the existing gas undertakings who were well versed in the 
Gas Industry and its traditions, so that the excellent and un- 
failing service which had been constantly given by such under- 
takings might be maintained to the gas consumers in the future. 

The Deputy Mayor of Coventry replied and also proposed the 
toast of “The Visitors.” He referred to Mr. A. W. Smith 
and Mr. P. N. Langford, and spoke of the services they had 
rendered to the Industry. 


The Visitors 


Councillor John H. Lewis, M.B.E., J.P., in supporting the toast 
of “The Visitors,” said that behind the simple act of opening 
the valves lay a great amount of creative thought, foresight, and 
hard work. The idea of linking the two undertakings, first con- 
ceived by Mr. Lee as a result of conversations with Mr. Wake- 
ford, could not have materialized but for the blessing of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power, who probably welcomed it not 
only for its intrinsic worth at the moment but because it fitted 
in with the nationalization plan, and he assured Mr. R. Kelf- 
Cohen, Major Hyde, and Mr. J. S. Smith, representing the 
Ministry there that day, that their co-operation was appreciated. 
Formulation of plans to implement the scheme had been mainly 
the work of Mr. R. G. Marsh, until recently Birmingham’s Distri- 
buting Engineer, ably assisted by Mr. F. L. Atkin, who had 
succeeded him. The Earl of Aylesford had kindly leased to the 
Corporation the site for the meter house at Packington. Mr. 
Geoffrey Harper, who designed the building, and Mr. Gerald 
Harper, of Frank Davis (Builders), Ltd., who constructed it, were 
present, and he also welcomed representatives of Whittaker Ellis, 
Ltd., and E. E. Jeavons & Co., Ltd., who laid the main; of the 
Staveley Coal and Iron Co., Ltd., who supplied the pipes; the 
Bryan Donkin Company, Ltd., who supplied the governors; and 
Mr. Luke, District Surveyor, who had been most helpful. 

Mr. R. Kelf Cohen (Ministry of Fuel), in responding, said it was 
refreshing to find such a spirit of co-operation between two cities 
and he congratulated them on this marvellous project.’ 





A CHAIN GRATE FOR THE LANCASHIRE BOILER 


The problem of the effective use of coke breeze, 3 in.-O in., is solved 
by the ** Oldbury ”’ chain grate stoker produced by Edwin Danks & Co. 
(Oldbury), Ltd. The defect of the static grate, however fine the air 
spacing, is that the possibility of using forced draught through the fuel 
bed is limited by the carry-over of fines. Using an “‘ Oldbury ” chain 
grate stoker with a grate area of 20 sq. ft. per flue, the fuel content 
of coke breeze is high enough for a standard Lancashire boiler to be 
operated at about its rated output without excessive carry-over. In 
other words, it is possible to obtain an output of 6,000 to 7,000 Ib./hr. 
from a standard 8 ft. diameter boiler while keeping the burning rate 
at the reasonable figure of 25-30 Ib. per sq. ft., and there appears to 
be no difficulty in slowing down to an output of half this amount. 


=~ 


————— 
; A 





The top strand of the chain is supported at the front on the perforated 
top plate of the air box, and for the rest on skid bars. The bottom 
strand travels on the bottom of the air box. The tensioning of the 
chain is adjusted from the frontend. The links are die-cast in a special 
grade of cast iron. There are only two patterns, one forming the main 
body of the grate, the other at the sides and middle being driving links. 
The air spacing is very fine, maintaining an even distribution of air 
supply and permitting the use of the finest grades of fuel with a very 
small run-through loss. The heat-dissipating surface is relatively so 
large that the metal remains at a comparatively low temperature, 
giving a long trouble-free service, three to four years being not 
uncommon. The chain is driven by a geared motor through a form 
of adjustable speed reduction gear. 

The thickness of the fuel bed is regulated by a refractory lined 
cast-iron door, raised or lowered as required by suitable gearing. When 





Diagrammatic arrangement of the Oldbury chain grate stoker fitted with recirculation device. 


The grate surface consists essentially of an endless chain of short 
cast-iron links, pivoted on steel rods, driven by sprockets at the front 
of the stoker. The chain encircles a flat welded steel air box extending 
about 8 ft. into the boiler flue by about 2 ft. 6 in. wide. Air is blown 
into the sides of this box at the front, the pressure varying according 
to the class of fuel and the thickness of the fuel bed but usually in the 
region of } in. to 1 in. water gauge. Adjustable dampers in the air 
box permit control of air supply to the front and rear of the grate. 
At the rear of the grate the chain links pass over the curved end of 
the air box. This end of the grate is provided with ash plates fitted, 
without bolts, over the end of the chain, slightly banking up the rear 
of the fuel bed and facilitating the complete combustion of the fuel. 


[Drawing by courtesy of Edwin Danks, and Co. (Oldbury), Ltd. 


burning coke breeze the secondary air ports are utilized to draw hot 
gases from the combustion chamber to maintain a high temperature 
at the front end of the furnace. Ignition is thus promoted and coke 
breeze even with a considerable moisture content is burned with ease. 
In the case of a Lancashire boiler these hot gases are led into the side 
flue. There is no reason, of course, why the grate should not be 
applied to any form of shell boiler—such for instance as the Economic 
or dry-back type, in which case the arrangement of the re-circulation 
of hot gases would be somewhat different. 

The stoker hopper in front of the fire door is designed to supply an 
even layer of fuel to the grate without packing. The general arrange- 
ment of the whole equipment is shown in the accompanying drawing. 
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CO-PARTNERSHIP AND A NATIONALIZED 
GAS INDUSTRY 


The following letter has been sent to the Minister of Fuel and 
Power: 

Sir,—The quotations, as set out below, are from Hansard in relation 
to the Second Reading of the Gas Bill: 

Mr. Gaitskell: ‘‘ All the assets and liabilities of the undertakings 
are to be taken over, which means that the only people who have any 
claim to compensation are the shareholders. . . . Therefore, what 
we have done is to provide for compensation for the co-partners as 
shareholders just as for the other shareholders and, at the same time, 
compensation for the loss of rights which they suffer as the co-partner- 
ship schemes come to an end.” 

On Dec. 3, 1947, you stated to our delegation that co-partners 
would not be worse off as a result of nationalization. My Committee 
is anxious to know how your promise is to be implemented in relation 
to: 
1. Employees who are due normally to receive co-partnership 
bonus, but who have no stock holding. 

2. Discounts on gas, coal, fittings, &c., hitherto purchasable by 
co-partners. 

3. Employees’ directors emoluments. 

Mr. Gaitskell: ‘“‘ The Gas Light and Coke Company, by far the 
largest undertaking in the country, has a so-called partnership scheme 
which really is not one at all; it is a scheme for a bonus based on the 
total gas output which, of course, is not necessarily related to profits.” 

My Committee would find it very difficult to believe that you are not 
fully aware of the primary principle of co-partnership, which is for 
employees to acquire stock in the undertaking in which they work, 
and thereby become co-partners in the enterprise. Members of our 
delegation recently spent four hours at your Ministry, and were satis- 
fied that your Departmental colleagues were extremely knowledgeable 
on the subject of co-partnership, having detailed information con- 
cerning the schemes of all the large undertakings in the Gas Industry. 

The method by which a company determines the amount of profit 
that is available for bonus distribution is no criterion of a co-partner- 
ship scheme. The acquiring by the employees of a company’s: stock 
is the determining factor. The co-partnership rules of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company make it obligatory for two-thirds of all their 
bonus allocations to be credited to the stock accounts of co-partners, 
after which stock is necessarily allotted to them in due course. On 
Dec. 31, 1947, co-partners in this Company held £960,814 of Ordinary 
stock. By what means, therefore, could you deduce that their co- 
partnership scheme “really is not one at all”? Surely this was 
either a grave error of judgment on your part, or an attempt to confuse 
the issue. In either case, the statement was totally incorrect, and my 
Committee trusts that you will see your way to correct it in the House 
at an early date. 

Mr. Gaitskell: ‘‘ What we cannot do is to continue the pure co- 
partnership schemes, and I may say that the trade unions with whom 
we have discussed this matter are fully in accord with this, and do 
not appear to regret the end of co-partnership in its narrowest sense.” 

Mr. T. Williamson (Brigg): “ I would say to the right hon. Member 
for Bournemouth (Mr. Bracken) that there has not been any real 
co-partnership. There has been a payment which has been called 
co-partnership, or profit sharing. . . . I say without hesitation that the 
organized trade unions involved are not sorry to see the last of that 
system.” 

Mr. Williamson was the first speaker to support you in the debate, 
but it will be observed that the Lieutenant did not agree with his Cap- 
tain as to co-partnership in operation. You were, however, both in 
unison as to the trade unions not regretting the winding up of co- 
partnership schemes. Why? Because co-partnership has set an 
example to industry, and its history shows that co-partners have been 
contented in their work, and with their undertakings. In other words, 
co-partnership has been too successful from the trade union angle. 

It should be emphasized that bonus allocations are in addition to 
the scheduled rates of wages. 

In dealing with co-partnership matters you are also reported as having 
stated: ‘‘ We shall certainly continue and extend the consultative 
machinery, and specific provision is made for that,” but you did not 
indicate with what chance of success this would be under trade union 
influence, if not domination. 

Mr. Williamson: “ I suggest that in many instances these co-partner- 
ship schemes have militated against trade union ‘organization.” 

It was only av short a time ago as on Sept. 24, 1947, that a Memoran- 
dum of Agreement (copy enclosed) was made between the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company and the National Union of General and 
Municipal Workers, when Mr. Williamson, who was the signatory for 
the Union, recognized the co-partnership arrangements of the said 
Company, and instituted collaboration between the Company and 
the Union. 

Will you please note that my Committee reserves the right to publish 
this letter and your reply thereto. Yours faithfully, 

(.ig1ed) STANLEY HOOKER, 
Co-Partnership Secretary and Secretary 
to the Nationalization Committee. 
South Suburban Gas Company, S.E.16. 
Feb. 17, 1948. 
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S.B.G.I. GOLFING CIRCLE © 


The Society of British Gas Industries Golfing Circle will hold its 
Spring Meeting at the Royal Mid-Surrey Golf Club, Old Deer Park, 
Richmond, on Monday, June 7, and cordially invite golfing members 
of the Institution of Gas Engineers to attend and compete for the 
Coronation Plate which was originally presented by the S.B.G.1. Golfing 
Circle to the I.G.E. to commemorate the coronation of George VI. 
Members of the S.B.G.I. Golfing Circle will play for the Thornton 
Victory Cup. Additionally. during the afternoon there will be a four- 
some competition against Bogey, for prizes presented by members of 
the Golfing Circle, for which both I.G.E. and S.B.G.I. Golfing Circle 
members will be eligible and can arrange their own pairings. Entry | 
forms will be sent to all I.G.E. members, by courtesy of the I.G.E., 
with the normal papers relating to the Annual Meeting on June 8-11. | 

This preliminary notice is issued to remind members of the 
I.G.E. and S.B.G.I. Golfing Circle of this meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Golfing Circle is Mr. W. Morland 
Fox, 28, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


BRITISH GAS FEDERATION 


At the eighth annual general meeting of the British Gas Federation. 
held at Gas Industry House on Feb. 10, it was resolved, on the recom- 
mendation of the Council, that the Federation be disbanded forthwith. 

The 11th report and accounts of the Federation were approved and 
adopted. Appreciative reference was made to the immense amount 
of work undertaken by the Post-War Planning Committee of the 
British Gas Federation in the preparation of the Report of the Planning 
of the Gas Industry, which was submitted to the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power in October, 1943, of the Factual Survey of the Industry, sub- 
mitted to the Minister in September, 1943, and of the reports of its 
Sub-Committees on Manufacture and Distribution (September, 1943) 
and Utilization (November, 1943). The Post-War Planning Report, 
which reviewed the Industry broadly under the headings “‘ Gas and 
the Fuel Position,” “ Legislation. and Integration,” “ Organization 
and Development,” has still a very real value in connexion with the 
proposals embodied in the new Gas Bill. 

It was agreed, in disbanding the Federation, that its continued 
existence might give rise to confusion in that the Government had 
accepted the British Gas Council as the body to speak for the Industry 
as a whole and that, should an occasion arise when all the constituent 
bodies considered it necessary to speak with one voice, this could be 
done by an ad hoc arrangement for that one occasion. 


HOMECRAFT COURSE AT BEDFORD 


The Women’s Gas Council’s second homecraft course is being held 
at Bedford as a follow-up to the first course held last year. The 
opening of the course took the form of a social afternoon at which 
the Mayoress of Bedford was present, and our picture shows her 
enrolling for the course, at which she has been regular in her attendance. 
Miss J. Dobbyn, Domestic Science Organizer for Bedfordshire, is 
also in the picture with Mr. R. Turner, General Manager of the 
Bedford Gas Company, and Miss M. Davis, Home Service Adviser. 
Tea was enjoyed by a crowded audience. 


A very interesting programme has been arranged, including lectures 
on “* Ways and Means ” by Miss M. Godby, “* Dressmaking at Home ”” 
by the Butterick Pattern Company, “‘ Care of Children” by the 
National Association of Maternity and Child Welfare Centres, and 
“Home and the Community ” by Mrs. W. M. Buchanan. Some 134 
members have been enrolled, of whom the 62 in the evening class 
include a large number of young people including nine High School 
girls whose attendance is approved by their headmistress. 
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DURING 1947, THE WOODALL-DUCKHAM 


+ 
COMPANY PUT TO WORK 61 INSTALLATIONS 


Oo F CONTINUOUS VERTICAL RETORTS 











32 contracts for new installations or major rebuilds with a total gas making capacity 
of 57 million cu. ft. per day. 


29 contracts for repairs with a total gas making capacity of 37 million 
cu. ft. per day. 











THE WOODALL-DUCKHAM VERTICAL RETORT & OVEN CONSTRUCTION CO. (1920) LTD. 
EBURY AND ALLINGTON HOUSES, 136-150 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 
Members of the Society of British Gas Industries 
TELEPHONE : ViCtoria 7001-5 TELEGRAMS : RETORTICAL (SOWEST) LONDON 


TAS W-DI5 
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ADDITIONAL STORAGE CAPACITY 


may nof necessarily 
ground space. 


These Gasholders, with capacities of 
336,217 and 147,100 cu. ft., replace 
two single-lift Holders of 95,000 and 
50,000 cu. ft. respectively. Thus, the 
total storage capacity of these two 
units has been more than tripled 
without additional ground space, and 
utilising the existing tanks. 


ROBERT DEMPSTER 


involve additional 


If faced with this problem 
have you examined the 
possibilities of increasing 
your Holder capacity 


within the original tanks? 


& SONS LTD. 


Head Office & Works: 
ELLAND, YORKS. 


London Office: 57 Tufton Street, S.W.1. 
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COMPANY MEETING 


GAS LIGHT AND 


HE Two Hundred and Forty-first Ordinary General Meet- 
T ing of the proprietors of the Gas Light and Coke Company 
was held on Thursday, Feb. 19, 1948, at Gas Industry 
House, 1, Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.1. 
Michael Milne-Watson, presided. 

The SecreTarY (Mr. Brian Wood) read the notice convening 
the meeting, and the Corporate Seal of the Company was affixed 
to the Register of holders of Capital Stocks. 

The GOVERNOR said: Ladies and gentlemen, the report and 
accounts for 1947 having been sent to you, I assume that you 
will, as usual, take them as read. (Agreed.) 

Before reviewing the activities of the company during the past 
year I would like to refer to the great loss we have sustained in 
the death of Mr. Thomas Hardie. Mr. Hardie left the post of 
chief engineer to the Newcastle and Gateshead Gas Company to 
join us as deputy chief engineer in 1921. The following year he 
was appointed chief engineer, and from then until his election to 
the board of directors in 1935, he was directly responsible for the 
very important expansion of plant which marked this period of 
the company’s development. In particular, I should like to 
mention the coal unloading plant at Beckton, which His late 
Majesty King George V opened in 1926, and the laying down of 
the coke ovens at Beckton. Mr. Hardie’s term of office covered 
also the major reconstruction of Fulham, Brentford, and Bow 
Common, with the most modern and up-to-date methods of coal 
handling and gas making, and a great measure of modernization 
of the remaining works in the company. 

It is not only to Mr. Hardie’s capabilities as an engineer to 
which I would refer. He was pre-eminently a man of kindly 
disposition and the friendliness with which he treated all his 
staff made him universally beloved. When he was elected a 
director he brought to the Board his great qualities of technical 
knowledge and sound judgment which were of inestimable 

value. 


The Governor, Mr. 


The Accounts 


| will now turn to the accounts for the year 1947. They are 
presented in such a form that they give a considerable amount of 
detail, and I need only amplify the main points which arise from 
the year’s operations. 

There are no changes in accounts numbered 1, 2, and 3, which 
relate to our authorized stock, loan, and issued capital. Account 
No. 4 shows that the amount invested in fixed and long-term assets 
at Dec. 31 last was £43,951,000. The slight upward movements 
during the year indicate at least the beginning of our develop- 
ment programme, but progress is still slow. The principal in- 
creases are under the headings of mains and services, meters and 
appliances, and you will notice a reduction in amounts invested 
in allied undertakings. Depreciation, where appropriate, has 
been charged on the same conservative basis as before. 

The revenue account (No. 5) shows a profit derived from trans- 
actions applicable to the year and the reduction in the balance 
carried to net revenue account, as compared with 1946, can be 
very shortly summed up as follows :-— 

(a) Sales of gas increased by 4% over 1946, as compared with 
about 16% in 1946 over 1945. 

(b) Expenses continue to increase with rising costs of both 
labour and materials. For instance, the average price of coal 
delivered at the retort house was 54s. 4d. per ton in 1947 as 
compared with 21s. 11d. in 1938. Owing to the increasing costs 
of manufacture of sulphate of ammonia which have not been 
reflected in the prices fixed under Government control, there has 
been a loss under the heading of ammonia and ammonia products ; 
benzole also shows a loss due to our conforming with the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power’s policy of restricting production, but 
» we have considered it prudent to provide for the standing main- 

tenance charges on the plant. 

» (c) We have revised our annual charges for pensions in view 
of our increasing responsibilities. The Officers’ Superannuation 
Fund shows an actuarial deficit against which a provision of 
£70,000 has been made in 1947 and which it is intended to 
liquidate by annual instalments of £70,000 over a further period 
of 20 years. With regard to the Non-Staff Pension Fund the 
reduction in the rate of interest obtainable on Trustee Securities 
has made it necessary for the company to make up the interest 
earned by the fund to 44% per annum, at which rate we are 
advised by the actuary, this fund is actuarially solvent. 


Higher Fuel Costs 


The balance on the revenue accounts shows a reduction of 
£699,000. Towards the end of the year 1947 we had to meet 
substantial increases in the cost of coal and oil, and these items, 
together with a gradual rise in other costs, compelled us to review 
the price of gas in order that a sufficient-balance might reason- 
ably be secured. To this end we have raised the price, within 
the limits authorized by the Ministry of Fuel and Power,. by 3d. 
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per therm on Dec. 1, 1947, which had a negligible bearing on the 
revenue for 1947. Incidentally since the turn of the year there 
has been a further substantial increase in the cost of coal, and 
the price of gas was again raised on Feb. 2, 1948, by another 4d. 
per therm. } 

You will see from the net revenue account (No. 6) that in 
addition to the usual items there is a credit of £280,000 in respect 
of items not applicable to the year. 1947, largely in respect of 
taxation allowances, and that we have been able to allocate a 
sum of £700,000 by way of further provision for maintenance and 
renewal of plant, and £114,000 towards our liability for income 
tax in the year 1948-49. The provision for income tax, computed 
by reference to the current year’s profit at £584,000, shows a 
reduction of over £500,000 as compared with 1946, which arises 
partly from the reduction in the profit shown in the revenue 
account and partly from expenditure on our renewals programme 
which is chargeable to the provision for equalization of such out- 
goings. 

After providing for dividends and co-partnership, the latter on 
the revised basis which I mentioned last year, there has been an 
addition to the carry-forward of about £114,000, which is most 
satisfactory. 

There are no special features on accounts 7, 8, and 9, and I will 
now refer briefly to the balance sheet (No. 10). The noticeable 
features here are the increase in the value of stocks held, partly 
due to quantity and partly to price; the growth of hire purchase 
debtors due to increased availability of appliances, and of debtors 
due largely to price increases. These increases have been 
financed by a reduction in the group “investments and cash” 
and an increase in the temporary loan from bankers. You will 
probably wish me to say a few words on the subject of the war 
damage suspense account of £2,687,000, as hostilities in Europe 
ceased in 1945. The present position is that our claim has been 
prepared and is now under examination by the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power. We are informed that when the claims of all public 
utilities have been agreed, legislation will be introduced in Parlia- 
ment to cover the payment of claims and collection of contribu- 
tions, as public utilities are excluded from the War Damage Act, 
1943, It is anticipated that the provision of £600,000 we have 
made in past years for the contribution will prove more than 
sufficient, but we do not yet know our precise liability. 


Products for Exports 


In view of the importance of export markets, it will be of interest 
to you to record that we have once again entered these traditional 
markets for our tar products, and during the past year our 
direct exports, consisting mainly of pitch and refined tar to the 
Continent and creosote to America, have represented a value of 
£600,000. In addition to this we are producing large quantities 
of valuable products which are used by other industries in con- 
nexion with their share of the export drive. 

Turning to the problems of production during the past year, 
I would like first to record our thanks to the engineering and 
production staff and workmen for the efforts they made to over- 
come many shortages and difficulties which we encountered in the 
first three months of the year. At a time of unprecedented 
demand we found ourselves, owing to causes quite outside our 
control, with shortages of plant and of skilled labour, and a coal 
supply position which was a continual cause of anxiety. Yet on 
Sunday, Feb. 2, 1947, we broke all previous records by sending 
out 22.7 million cu.ft. of gas in one hour. 

In accordance with the wishes of the Government we were then 
making great economies in coal by the maximum use of oil, but 
a drastic change had to be made in our policy in December as 
instructions were received from the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
to use less gas oil. This we have done to the best of our ability, 
though owing to the continued shortage of carbonizing plant and 
to the steadily increasing demand for gas we are still forced to 
rely on carburetted water gas for part of our base load and the 
peak load has to be met largely with oil gas. 

In order to meet this position we have under construction two 
new batteries of coke ovens at Beckton, a large vertical retort 
house at Bromley, an extension to an existing horizontal retort 
house at Southall, and a still further project for another vertical 
retort house at Kensal Green. When these are completed the 
carbonizing capacity will be increased to deal with a further 
650,000 tons of coal per annum, representing an output of some 
45,000,000 therms, but against this must be offset a loss of capacity 
owing to normal plant obsolescence. 


Reconditioning Plans at Beckton 


To deal with the peak load we are, in addition, installing more 
carburetted water-gas plant at Beckton with a 90,000 therms daily 
capacity, and further peak load plant of total capacity of some 
22,000 therms is in course of construction. It will be appreciated 
that this is only a broad outline of our plans for the enlargement 
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and replacement of plant; the total programme is one of some 
£8,000,000 capital cost, though present shortages of steel and 
refractories make progress slower than we would wish. 

The past year has also seen the development of our ‘plans for 
the reconditioning of the Beckton Products Works, which, like 
the gas-works, were badly damaged during the war. Site clear- 
ance has already begun, and we intend to take this opportunity 
of modernizing the whole layout of these works. This will, of 
course, take some years to complete as the day-to-day working 
of the plant must not be interfered with. 


Improving Coal Position 


Turning to coal, the position shows an improvement and stocks 
at the end of the year were 400,000 tons, as against a correspond- 
ing figure of 200,000 tons for 1946. During the year we received 
a small consignment of American coal, but the quantity was too 
small to be of real significance. 

We have continued and extended our research work in gas 
manufacture and in the development and design of appliances. 
The cost tends to rise, and it is now about £85,000 per annum, 
but we are satisfied that the company’s policy in maintaining up- 
to-date laboratories has been sound. In the very extensive recon- 
struction of our gas manufacturing and by-products works now in 
hand we are, through the chemical engineering staff, reaping the 
benefits of past: expenditure upon scientific research. The work 
of the gas and coke appliance laboratories has been widely used 
in connexion with the rehousing programme. 

I am pleased to tell you that the company’s Controller of 
Research, Dr. Hollings, has been elected Chairman of the Gas 
Research Board, which is the body responsible for co-ordinating 
the research activities of the gas industry in a wider field. 


Commercial Activities Hampered 


The commercial side of our business has continued to be 
hampered by shortage of appliances for sale and hire, but judging 
from the number of inquiries we receive, particularly for gas 
cookers and refrigerators, there should be a great expansion in 
business as soon as we can obtain the necessary apparatus. The 
imposition of 75% purchase tax on water heaters in the autumn 
budget was a severe blow to all those consumers wishing to avail 
themselves of gas for water heating and this applies not only to 
those who are setting up homes for the first time, but to people 
who are forced to replace worn-out apparatus at this greatly 
enhanced cost. I can only hope that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer will take an early opportunity to repeal the tax on an 
article which is so essential to the housewife. Gas water heating 
is a necessity, not a luxury. 

During the past year we have reformed our Home Service 
Section and we hope that it will prove to be as successful as it 
was in pre-war years. 


A Successful Petition 


I must mention an important principle maintained during’ the 
course of the year when the company, in conjunction with the 
Conjoint Conference of Public Utility Associations, successfully 
petitioned against Part V of the London County Council (General 
Powers) Bill. This part of the Bill was intended to give to the 
London County Council and all the Metropolitan Borough 
Councils, including the Westminster City Council, power to supply 
district heating to any property acquired by them under the 
Housing Act, 1936. 

Parliament accepted the majority of the contentions submitted 
by us and limited the scope of the provisions to the Pimlico 
Scheme undertaken by the Westminster City Council. In par- 
ticular, it was provided that the District Heating Undertaking 
should be treated as a separate whole with its own finances and 
that the Minister of Health should have power to make regulations 
as to safety precautions and as to the standards of heating to be 
supplied. We also obtained protection for our mains and other 
apparatus in the streets. The net effect of these provisions will 
be to ensure that the true cost of district heating is made public 
and that the local authority will, so far as its district heating 
Undertaking is concerned, be subject to controls comparable with 
those which apply to the other public utilities. I hope that the 
precedent created by the safeguards of this Act will prevent 
the propaganda value of district heating from being exploited at 
the expense of ratepayers. 


Staff Welfare 


Dealing now with our relations with employees I have to report 
that as a culmination of negotiations lasting over a period of 
years the National Joint Council for Gas Staffs was set up during 
the year by agreement between the Federation of Gas Employers 
and bodies representating the staffs in the industry. I had the 
honour to be elected the first Chairman of the Council and I need 
hardly say how much the company welcomes the setting up of a 
body which will, I am sure, promote the amicable settlement of 
problems that arise from time to time. 

The general increase in wages which was granted in 1946 took 
full effect in 1947. Moreover, in May the working week was 
reduced from 47 to 44 hours, while during the year the holiday 
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with pay granted to all manual workers in the company was 
increased from one week to a fortnight. i : 

The majority of our employees who went away to serve in His 
Majesty’s forces have now returned to us, so that any wastage 
in our ranks must be replaced from other sources. This has 
meant a steady recruitment of labour throughout the year, and 
we are faced here with the problem of general post-war unsettle- 
ment which tends to make men change their jobs every few months 
and has a most disturbing effect on work routine, besides being, 
of course, very expensive in management and training. 

In this connexion, I would like to tell you that we have 
appointed welfare officers for each of our four groups of manu- 
facturing stations, and after a year’s service we have received 
enough experience to prove the success of this innovation. These 
welfare officers try to help the individual employee in the every- 
day problems of his life and remove some of the causes of the 
present industrial migration. 

On Dec. 15 we were honoured by a visit from the Minister of 
Fuel and Power to our Becton Gas and Products Works. I think 


I may say that Mr. Gaitskell was duly impressed not only by the 
works themselves but by the spirit of the men, with many of whom 
he took the opportunity to have a few words. 


Nationalization of the Industry 


This leads me finally to the impending nationalization of the 
gas industry. As you know, a Bill is now before Parliament, 
and after, as seems likely, it receives the Royal Assent, the Gas 
Light and Coke Company will cease to exist. It is surely a 
catastrophe that this great company, which since 1812 has been 
charged with the responsibility of supplying gas to an _ ever- 
increasing number of Londoners, should lose its identity and with 
it, perhaps, that strong personal pride which has made it a house- 
hold name in London. We have survived wars and we have 
flourished on competition. We boasted that “the Gas Light 
and Coke Company never lets London down,” and we did our best 
to make it a fact. Under the Government’s proposals, however, 
the company’s area remains very much as it is to-day—perhaps 
that may be taken as an appreciation of the company’s unique 
position within the industry. 

Meanwhile the view of your directors remains unchanged, 
namely, that the nationalization of the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany is inadvisable, being unlikely to benefit its consumers and 
involving considerable sacrifice to stockholders. We are doing 
our utmost through the British Gas Council to obtain proper com- 
pensation for the stockholders, including the co-partners, whose 
holding is now in the neighbourhood of £1,000,000 of the com- 
pany’s Ordinary stock. In particular, we consider that the Stock- 
holders’ Representative who will be appointed under the provisions 
of the Bill will be in a position to is and should make, a claim 
under Clause 25 of the Bill. This clause provides that additional 
compensation is payable where the movement of population and 
other war-time exigencies so reduced gas output as to affect the 
Stock Exchange quotations, but, I regret, it applies only to our 
Maximum and Ordinary stock. 

The fact still remains, however, that we shall be handing over 
a company which is in first class order, both financially and as a 
working organization, for totally inadequate compensation. 

Lastly, the thanks of the directors go to all employees who 
worked so hard during the past year to maintain the company’s 
high traditions. We hope that under nationalization the lot of 
our employees will be no less happy than in the past, and we shall 
continue to the last to do our utmost to ensure fair treatment for 
them. I now have pleasure in moving: 

“That this meeting do agree with and confirm the Report 
of the Directors and the Auditors’ Report and Statement of 
Accounts of the Company for the year ended on Dec. 31.” 

The Deputy GOVERNOR (Mr. F. M. Birks): I have much 
pleasure in seconding the motion. 

The GOveERNOR: Before putting that motion to the meeting | 
shall be happy to- hear any comments that any of the Proprietors 
may wish to make, and I will endeavour to-answer any ques- 
tions that they may wish to ask. 

A PRoprRIETOR: With regard to nationalization, is there an) 
idea that the present Board may be asked to carry on upon 
equally good lines as in the years that have passed? 

The Governor: I am afraid we have no indication at all 
as to what the Government will do in regard to appointments. 

ANOTHER PROPRIETOR: Could you give us any information as 
to whether the 33% redeemable preference shares will be safe 
under nationalization? 

The GOVERNOR: I cannot answer that question other than 
by referring to the matter of compensation. The compensation 
value of these stocks is £1024% under the Bill. The present 
gross income receivable from £100 of that stock is £3 15s. The 
income that would be received, assuming that a 3% stock is 
issued, which was the case in the Transport Bill, will be £3 1s. 4d. 
I can add to that by saying that the percentage loss of income. 
if our calculations are correct, is 18%. 

Mr. E. KnicuT: I should like to ask if the Directors have 
come to any decision as regards the money -they are holding 
on behalf of their employees for pensions, sick pay, and hospital 
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| Another special feature of the 
NEW WORLD 
No. 1430 


Gas Cooker 


The NEW WORLD No. 1430 Gas Cooker is 
equipped with self-seating Vertico taps which are absolutely 
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leak-proof, trouble-free, and cannot be turned on inadvertently. 
Their handles are of moulded plastic, and are unobtrusively 
sited beneath the hotplate. 

They are among the ten features (listed below) which justify 
the claim that the No. 1430 is the best NEW WORLD Gas 
Cooker yet produced. 


10 points of supremacy: 

1 Elegant in appearance 

2 Easy to clean 

3 Cooks to perfection 

4. Saves Gas 

5 Air-Float Oven heats quickly 

6 Spring-Sealed Door conserves heat 
7 Regulo controls oven temperature 
8 Chassis construction for strength 

% 9 Leak-proof Vertico taps 

10 Easy action platerack and Covertop 


1430 Gas Cooker 


propuct or Radiation Ltd 
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The power press performs 
an indispensable service in 
the modern factory, where 
the trend is towards greater 
speed, greater manufacturing 
precision, and higher quality- 
standards @ Amongst the 
notable features of the Main 
factories are the well laid- 
out and finely equipped press 
shops. Here, the steady 
rumble of heavy machinery 
announces that ‘‘ business is 
pressing’! Bat- 

teries of mo- 
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Shop 


steel sheets into a variety of 
cooker parts with amazing ease 
and rapidity @ In the first 
stage of pressing, best quality 
(enamelling-grade) sheet steel 
is cut or blanked to the required 
size. The flat blanks are then 
shaped—a process usually com- 
prising several operations—into 
the many different parts needed 
for the complete range of Main 
cookers @ As an example of 
the intricate nature of pressed 

steel work, more 

than 200 opera- 


dern machines, vt A TR tions may be 
with their care- involved in the 


fully designed 


production of 


and costly dies, the finished parts 
can be seen cut- NEY for certain types 


ting and shaping 


of cooker. 
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benefit. Have they any idea as to what the Government is 
going to do with that money, which the Company have been 
holding to pay to their employees either when they retire or by 
way of sick pay? 

The GOVERNOR: The position is that the Gas Bill provides 
that the Area Boards shall take over all the assets and all the 
liabilities of the Company, and one hopes that the pension fund 
and the other funds which have been mentioned will be honoured 
by the new Area Boards. There is no further detail in the 
Bill; it is only a very broad statement. My own personal feeling 
is that the Area Boards will undoubtedly do their very best to 
ensure the continuity of such things as pension funds, hospital 
benefits and the other things you have mentioned. That, as I 
say, is My Own personal view. The Bill only refers to assets 
and liabilities, and of course a pension fund is a liability from 
that point of view. 

Mr. KNiGuT: If it is in order I should like to make a proposal 
that steps should be taken so that the whole of the money that 
belongs to the workers should be equally divided out among 
them, if possible before the Government take over. 

The GOVERNOR: The suggestion is that all moneys which 
belong to the employee pensioners of this Company should be 
taken out before the vesting date. 1! am afraid that cannot be 
done, first because by so doing the Directors would render them- 
selves liable to legal proceedings, and secondly because under 
the provisions of the Bill we cannot interfere with this money; 
that point is absolutely clear. I appreciate the spirit which lies 
behind the suggestion, but it is a thing which the Government 
would not tolerate for a moment. 

Mr. KNiGHT: I may tell you that 1 am a member of a trading 
society which has been in being for about 130 years. We only 
pay sick and unemployment benefit, and we have actually closed 
down only this week. As a matter of fact last Tuesday we 
took the final signatures from the members in London, and we 
have decided to share out the whole of our money that we 
have been saving for sick benefits, &c. That was the reason 
why I wondered if it was possible for this Company to do the 
same, 

Mr. J. Conway: These are early days to say much about 
nationalization, but I suggest that nationalization is only follow- 
ing the Company’s policy of amalgamation, in the interests of 
production and distribution. The only difference is that the 
Government propose to go further, and they are going to take 
control of coal and transport as well, and the majority of the 
workers can only hope that the Industry will be even more 
successful in the future than it has been jin the past. 

The GOvERNOR: Thank you for those remarks. I would just 
like to draw your attention, although I do not think it is really 
necessary, to the fact that when this Company has amalgamated 
with other companies there have always been good terms of com- 
pensation, and there has been no question of sweeping, and 
snatching of assets without adequate provision being made for 
full compensation; moreover the employees -were always dealt 
with in a spirit of fairness. I am not going to enter into a 
political controversy here to-day. It is not my place to do so, 
but as you have used an analogy between voluntary amalgamation 
and forced nationalization I do suggest to you that they are 
not comparable in any way, and I would not like to feel that 
you went away from this meeting with that idea in your mind. 

A PRoprRIETOR: Is there any information available, or have 
you yet prepared a list, with regard to the value of our shares? 

The GOvERNOR: Yes, we have a paper prepared, giving some 
figures with regard to compensation values. If you would like 
a copy the Secretary will be delighted to give you one. We have 
only a limited number of copies, but we have considered the 
question of sending it out to all the shareholders.. In this com- 
putation of loss of income we are dealing with certain unknown 
factors. As I mentioned in my speech we hope there will be a 
claim under Clause 25 of the Bill, which says that where a 
Company has suffered owing to war causes an adjustment will be 
made. Therefore, we must be perfectly fair with the Govern- 
ment. The figures that we have worked out and put down 
in this list take no account of any adjustment under Clause 25 
of the Bill. On the other hand the figures are based on circum- 
stances as we know them to-day. This is, we may say, the worst; 
and we always want to know the worst. 

Mr. Conway: Are there any provisions in the Gas Nationaliza- 
tion Bill similar to those in the Electricity Act with regard to 
pensions and other advantages enjoved by the workmen in the 
Industry? 

The Governor: Yes, the provisions are practically identical. 

There being no further questions, the resolution was put to 
the meeting and carried unanimously. 

The SEcrETARY then read the Minute of the Court of Directors, 
dated January 29, 1948, recommending dividends as follows: 

“ Resolved: That it be recommended to the Ordinary General 
Meeting of the Proprietors to be held dn February 19 next that 
the Accounts as laid before the Court be adopted, and that 
dividends as follow for the half-year ended December 31, 1947, 
be declared, viz.: 
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On the 4% Consolidated Preference stock at the rate of £4% 
per annum; 

On the 33% Redeemable Preference stock, 1970, at the rate 
of £3 15s.% per annum; 

On the 34% Maximum stock at the rate of £3 10s.% per annum; 

On the Ordinary stock £2 10s.% (actual), making a total of 
£5% for the year 1947; 

All subject to deduction of income tax.” 

The GoveRNoR: I beg to move the adoption of that recom- 
mendation. 

The Deruty GOVERNOR: I beg to second the motion. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The GOVERNOR: The next business is the election of a Director, 
and I beg leave to move: “ That Mr. Christian William Laurence 
Peel Reed, who retires by rotation at this meeting and who offers 
himself for re-election, be elected a Director of the Company.” 

The Deputy GoverNor: I have pleasure in seconding the 
motion. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The GoverRNorR: Mr. Percy Howard Ashworth and Mr. Herbert 
Edward Ibbs, the Company’s Auditors, are due to retire at this 
meeting and they offer themselves for re-election. This is a 
matter for the Proprietors, and I will therefore ask someone to 
move a resolution. 

Mr. H. L. MANN: I have pleasure in proposing that Mr. Percy 
Howard Ashworth be re-appointed an Auditor of this Company. 

Mr. P. F. ScartH: I have much pleasure in seconding the 
resolution, 

Mr. Mann: I also have pleasure in proposing that Mr. Herbert 
Edward Ibbs be re-appointed an Auditor of this Company. 

Mr. ScaRTH: I should also like to second that proposition. 

Both resolutions were carried unanimously. 

A PROPRIETOR: I notice that Mr. Ibbs is not a Chartered 
Accountant. May I ask, as a matter of information, whether it is 
not rather extraordinary for such a large Company as this, to 
have an Auditor who has not that qualification? 

The GoveERNor: There is a very special reason why Mr. Ibbs 
should be one of our Auditors, and there is no statutory require- 
ment that the Auditors should be Chartered Accountants. Mr. 
Ibbs has had a very long association with Gas Companies’ finance 
and accounts and nobody could be more fitted to be an Auditor 
of the Gas Light and Coke Company. If you want any further 
reassurance, which I am sure you do not, I can only add that in 
addition to Mr. Ashworth and Mr. Ibbs we have to have a 
Government Auditor, Sir N. Waterhouse, to back them up in 
their enquiries. Therefore, I feel we need have no doubt at all. 

The QUESTIONER: I am quite satisfied. It was merely a matter 
of curiosity: I have nothing whatever to say against the appoint- 
ment. 

The GovERNOR: That concludes the business of this meeting. 

Mr. T. BRAITHWAITE: May I say just a few words about the 
employees of the Company. It is my pleasure to move a vote 
of thanks to the employees, the staff and workpeople, for their 
work during the past year. It has been another year of trouble 
and strife, a year of continued shortage of supplies, involving a 
great deal more work in carrying out their duties. I am sure the 
whole body of proprietors will agree that we do owe a great 
debt of gratitude to the employees for the work they have done 
during the past year. This year, with the nationalization of the 
Gas Industry in the offing, it was good to know that they could 
rely on the Governor and the Court of Directors doing their best 
to see that such rights and privileges as were enjoyed by the em- 
ployees of the Company were maintained. This Gas Light and 
Coke Company is a good old Company and as I have said before 
it is looked upon with affection by those who have had the 
privilege of working for it-for many years. The closing down 
of the old Gas Light and Coke Company will be a great wrench. 
I have much pleasure in moving a vote of thanks to all the em- 
ployees, the staff, and workpeople for the work they have done 
during the year. 

Mr. S. C. PLUMMER : I have great pleasure in seconding the vote 
of thanks. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The GoverRNor: Thank you very much. Speaking for myself, 
I enjoy working in the Gas Light and Coke Company, and I 
think I can say that the same goes for the great majority of the 
employees. 

A PrRopRiETOR: Will this be the final meeting of the Company? 

The Governor: No. I think there will probably have to be a 
meeting before the vesting date. This, I think, is bound to be 
the last meeting before the passage of the Bill and before the 
Royal Assent—that is, if it receives the Royal Assent, which 
seems to be very likely. There will probably be a further meet- 
ing between that and the vesting date which, if one takes the 
Electricity Act as any guide, will probably be in the early spring 
of 1949. 


Owing to Legal Difficulties connected with another magazine using 
the title Fanfare, the Women’s Gas Council has been obliged to alter 
the name of its journal and, in order to bring the magazine up-to-date, 
has had the cover redesigned. The new name chosen is Commentary. 
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Ever since 1913 “ PERMAC,” the original 
Metal-to-Metal Jointing, has been holding 
up difficult joints in Gas Works and on 
Coke Oven Plants all over the world. 
Equally suitable for any joint—steam, 
water, gas, oil, benzol, ammonia, etc.— 
screw pipe or flange. 


Manufactured only by 


THOMAS & BISHOP ° 


39, ARTHUR ROAD, LONDON, SWJ9 





| is increased from £142,468 to £163,501. 
| feport records that the demand for gas 
| continued to expand during the year, requir- 
| ing at times the full capacity of all available 
| plant to maintain a satisfactory service to 
| the public. 
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GAS UNDERTAKINGS’ 
- RESULTS 


Preston Gas Company. 
account for 1947 was £57,277 against £54,898 
for the previous year. Standard dividends 
on Preference stock, 5% on “‘A” stock, and 
34% on “B” stock leave a balance of 
£19,654 to be carried forward, compared 
with £13,948 brought in. 

Horsham Gas Company.—Net profit for 
1947 was £5,756 against £5,339 for 1946. 
Final dividends of 5% on the 10% Original 
Ordinary stock and 34% on the 7% Addi- 
tional Ordinary stock, both the same as 
for the previous year, are payable on 
Mar. 12. 

Blyth Gas Company.—Revenue for 1947 
amounted to £88,066 and expenditure to 
£78,969, leaving a profit on the year’s 
working of £9,097, compared with £10,524 
for the previous year. Dividend is main- 
tained at 7% and a balance of £14,417 is 
carried forward against £15,311 brought in. 
Gas sales yielded a total of £64,366 against 
£60,299, and manufacturing costs were 
£54,820 against £50,122. The Directors 
report that the manufacturing and distribu- 
tion plant is all in thoroughly good condition. 

Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company.— 
The balance carried to profit and loss ac- 
count for the year ended Dec. 31 was £65,299 
against £64,438 for the previous year. A 
final dividend of 4% on the Consolidated 
Ordinary stock makes a total distribution 
of 64% for the year, the same as before. 
In their annual report, the Directors state 
that the arrangements for supplies of coke 
oven gas referred to last year were duly 
completed, and gas is being taken from the 
East Moor Works of Guest, Keen, Baldwins 
Iron and Steel Co., Ltd. Arrangements 
have been entered into to give bulk supplies 
of gas to the Newport Gas Company and 
to the Barry Corporation Gas Department. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas 
Company.—Revenue for 1947 was £2,523,134 
against £2,452,967 for the previous year, and 
expenditure was  £2,308,319 against 
£2,226,856, leaving as profit for the year 
£214,815, compared with £226,111. A final 
ordinary dividend of £2 17s. 6d.% has been 
declared, making £5 7s. 6d.% for the year, 
the same as for 1946, and the carry-forward 
The 


‘ Plans are in preparation for 
major plant extensions, but under existing 
conditions governing the supply of materials 


| of construction some years must elapse 
| before these plans can reach fruition. 


Portsmouth and Gosport Gas Company. — 
The balance carried to net revenue account 
for 1947 is £92,150, compared with £98,573 
for the previous year. Gas sales produced 
£993,226 against £928,511, the volume sold 
being 18,995,455 therms, an increase of 
366,492 therms. The Directors, in their 
report, state that the very severe weather 
conditions in the first quarter of the year 
were accompanied by record outputs of gas, 
and notwithstanding great difficulties with 
coal supplies the manufacturing plants were 
able to meet all demands made on them. 
As a result of continued advances in the 
cost of coal and raw materials and many 
substantial increases in wages, it was found 
necessary to raise the price of gas by 1d. 
a therm last April. To provide capital for 
the general purposes of the Company £50,000 
worth of 34% Redeemable Debenture stock, 
1975, was issued at par. Dividend on the 
Consolidated stock is maintained at 71%, 
and a balance of £33,844 is carried forward, 
against £25,840 brought in. 
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GAS STOCKS AND SHARES 


Last week’s total turnover was the smallest 
for many months. On the Monday] th: 
number of bargains recorded on the London 
Stock Exchange was only 10,590, compared 
with 14,881 the previous Monday, and 12,138 
a fortnight earlier. A further contraction 
took place on Tuesday, when dealings fell 
to 8,318, the lowest since the end of 1947, 
compared with 11,147 the previous Tuesday. 
Qn Thursday the total fell to 7,325, the lowest 
since last November. Lack of buying 
interest and a little selling resulted in a 
lowering of industrial prices in most sections, 
but nationalization stocks were firm. British 
Funds remained generally steady, while the 
small selling in the industrial sections was 
attributed to the insistence of the T.U.C. 
General Council on a reduction of profits as 
a quid pro quo for the stabilization of wages. | 

The gas stock market recorded a ‘total of [ 
366 dealings during the week to last Thursday, 
compared with 389, 451, and 480 for the 
three .previous weeks, thus returning to the 
average that existed before the issue of the 
Gas Nationalization Bill. Among the home 
undertakings prices showed very little change, 
but a feature of the week was a jump of 
nine points in Imperial Continental Gas 
Association, from 112-117 to 121-126. 
Buying was influenced by the issue of a market 
slip showing the break-up position, and by 
rumours of possible developments in con- 
nexion with Wankie Colliery, in which the 
Company has a very small interest. 

The week’s rises and falls in gas stocks 
were as follows: 

OFFICIAL LIST 


Brighton &c., 5 p.c. Perp. Deb..../ 117 
Bristol, 4 p.c. New Deb. Reb. ...| 95 
British Gas Light, 4 p.c. Red. oo 91 
Cheltenham, 4 p.c. Perp. Deb. ...| 93 
Colonial Gas Assn. Ord. 5 |'7/ 
Commercial, 5 p.c. “ore 


Feb. it rd 
Derby, 4 p.c. Red 
Gas Light and =. oT P. “c. Max 
(xd. Feb. 11) 77 
Gas Light and Coke, 44 p.c. — 4 om 
Imperial Continental, Cap. « (121 
Romford, 4 p.c. Red. Deb. cal 
Tottenham, 4 p.c. Perp. Deb... py 5 
United Kingdom, Ord. 22/9 — mir 
United Kingdom, 34p.c. Red. Deb.| 93 — 98 | + 


GAS PRODUCTS PRICES 


Feb. 26 
London.—There are no changes to report 
in the prices of Coal Tar products. 


Provinces.—Average prices for gas-works 
products this week are: Pitch, 100s. per ton; 
toluole, naked, North, 90’s, 2s. 4d. to 


2s. 63d. per gall; pure, 3s. 24d. Prices 
for carbolic acid 60’s anthracene, creosote 
oil (hydrogenation), coal tar oils (timber pre- 
servation, &c.) and strained anthracene oil 
are controlled by Government Orders. 
Prices for road tar are increased by one 
penny per gall. by S. R. & O. 1947, 177. 


Scotland.—There is no chang2 in market 
conditions with demand exceeding supply. . 

Refined tar.* Yield to the distiller is 
6d. per gall. ex works, naked. Creosote 
oil. Timber preserving quality*, Sid. to 
64d. per gall.; hydrogenation oil,* 54d. 
per gall.; low gravity or virgin oil,t 74d. 
to 74d. per gall.; benzol absorbing oil, 
64d.. to 8d. per gall. Refined cresylic 
acid is 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. per gall. ex works, 
naked, according to quality. Crude 
naphtha,t 8d. to 10d. per gall. Solvent 
naphtha.* Basic maximum prices delivered 
in bulk, 90/160 grade 2s. 10d. per gall., 
and 90/190 heavy naphtha, unrectified, 
2s. O4d. per gall.; rectified, 2s. 4d. per gall. 
Pyridine,t 90/160 grade 15s. per gall., and 
90/140 grade 17s. per gall. 


* Price controlled. + Uncontrolled. 
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LOCOMOTIVES | 


LOCOMOTIVES of all Sizes and Gauges specially constructed 
Main and Seans® Lines, Contractors, Docks, ‘Gas-Works, Collievies, 
Iron-Works, Brick and Cement Works, &c. Locomotives of various 
sizes always in progress for early delivery. 


Photographs, Specifications, and prices on Application 


PECKETT & SONS, in.’ sristot. 


Telegraphic Address: ‘‘PECKETT BRISTOL.” 
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Supplement I 





Lendon Representatives! FEROUSON & PALMER, 9, Victoria St., Westminster, 8.W. 








CONVEYORS, 
ELEVATORS, 
BUNKERS, ROOFS, 
HOISTS, Ete. 


alloca 


BRASSWOR K 


OF BEST QUALITY AT REASONABLE PRICES 


OUR RANGE OF FITTINGS IS NOT COMPLETE BUT IT IS BEING EXTENDED 
THOSE INCLUDEDFBARE AVAILABLE FOR 


EARLY DELIVERY, 
USUALLY FROM STOCK 
SEND FOR LEAFLET TO: 
LOMAX & SMITH, LTD. 
EAST KINGSWAY WORKS, 
DUNDEE 
TEL ; DUNDEE 81123 








LANCASHIRE & CORNISH BOILERS 


e EXPEDITIOUS clea ke 
rp x he Ge 2 
REPLACEMENT OF FLUES OR FURN ACEY. 


Supply of RIVETED or WELDED GAS MAINS 
c ther PLATEWORK 
BUILDING 0f Boiler Mouses. Boiler Setking and 
CHIMNEY SHAFTS by our own SPECIAL STAFF 


DANKS OF NETHERTON LIMITED 


NETHERTON, DUDLEY. WORCS. 
Established 1840. 


COAL AND COKE 
SCREENING & SIZING 
PLANTS. 


RETORT SETTINGS 
PRODUCERS, FURNACES 
REPAIRS. 


“WASK” HIGH TENSILE 


MALLEABLE PIPE FITTINGS 
OVER 4000 SIZES 

INDIVIDUALLY AIR TESTED 

STANDARD TAPER THREADS 

FULL THICKNESS THROUGHOUT 


Fit and forget! 


MADE BY THE MAKERS OF— 
**Wask” Up and Down Patent Lamp Suspenders, the 
NON-DISCONNECTING raising and lowering gear. 


WALTER SLINGSBY & CO., LTD. 
NEW DAMiWORES - - - KEIGHLEY 


Phone : Keighley 3749 (2 lines). ’Grams: Malleable Keighley. 


RETORTS MADE GAS TIGHT 
when patched with- 


ith large 
wall {actually 


ts 
28 re etor 

months after oe a anticipate 

six 


sound “ill be jrolonged- 


cnet 2004 { the settings W 


cracks — 
collapse, 


cs 
ee OH 


A.L.CURTIS Westmoor Works CHATTERIS -Cambs - Eng 
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ea — ASBESTOS — FIBRE LIMITED 


MANUFACTURERS of SHEET JOINTING MATERIALS oe mee me Po 
‘ PRODITE’ _ for the ENGINEERING and ALLIED TRADES ‘PRODOID’ 


APPROVED BY THE GAS INDUSTRY . 
High Pressure Bunibie Oil & Benzole 


Jointing 318, Kilburn Lane, London, W.9 | Jointing 


Telephone: LAD 2601 Telegrams: Parraf, Maida, London 


UNDERPRESSURE ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 
UNDERPRESSURE NORFOLK HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2 
CONNECTIONS 


SPLIT COLLARS 
SOCKET CLIPS 


CENTRAL ACTION 
DRILL STANDS 


Service Enquiries: TEMPLE BAR 2943. London Storehouse : SERVICE CLEANSERS 
VALE ROYAL, KING’S CROSS, N.7. TOOLS, ETC. 


Everything for Gas and Waterworks Maintenance 

| CASES FOR BINDING 

Quarterly Volumes of the “Gas Journal.” 
3s. 6d. each, post free. 


Walter King, Ltd., 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 


COMPRESSORS 
& EXHAUSTERS £25 3s. 


See our Advertisement Next Week. 








REAVELL « co. tro. IPSWICH. 


PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE. GAS JOURNAL. (Weekly.) 


Subscription Rates: Home and Empire: 45/- per annum; Foreign: 52/- per annum. (Both payable in advance.) A copy of the 
“*Gas Journal”? Calendar & Directory is presented each year to continuous subscribers. 


Classified Advertisements : All Small Classified advertisements are charged at |/- per line (approx. 8 words)}—minimum charge 5/-. A Box 
Number address occupies 2 lines, and a further 6d. is charged towards cost of postage on replies. 


GAS SERVICE. (Monthly.) 
Annual Subscription rate : 6/- payable in advance. Classified ren» A charges as for ‘* Gas Neaehal: ad 
GAS. 
The Record of the British Junior Gas Associations (Monthly). 
Annual Subscription: 12/- payable in advance. Classified advertisements not accepted. 


WALTER KING, LTD., Il, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 
Telephone : CENtral 2236-7. Telegrams : Gasking, Fleet, London. 


66 99 
pOrr Aen KLEENOFP" | b0G ORES 


THE COOKER CLEANER 


Tins for Sale to Consumers. in Bulk for Werks Use. | RIS 


OXIDE OF IRON. BELGIAN and DUTCH 


HARRISONS (LONDON) LTD. 
Automatic BALE & CHURCH, LTD.|/ 65 mark LANE, LONDON, E.C.3 
33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, E.C.3. 


GREEN & BOULDING, LTD. ik REY ane Telephone 
ee Or Saas. Lae Be thiantom theses til. e odetre Lenten” 1 { — 
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OXIDE 


BEST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE 
SPECIALLY ong 2 ga OXIDE OF 


which has stood the test of 70 years and 
rapidly absorbs 60% Sulphur (wet basis). 


Send your enquiries to 
GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED 


ESTABLISHED 1873 
PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD STREET, 





LONDON, E.C. 2. 
Telegrams : Telephone: 
‘*Purlfication, Stock, London.” London Wall 5077 
PLANT, &c. 


ROBERT DEMPSTER & SONS, 
LTD., ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING 
PLANTS, both Horizontal and Vertical. Manu- 
facturers of CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS GAS- 
HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL 
and COKE HANDLING PLANT. __ Telegrams: 
«‘Dempster, Elland.” Telephone : Elland 
2241, 2242 and 2243. 


FIRTH BLAKELEY, SONS 
& CO., LTD. 


ironworks, Church 
Yorks. 


MAN UFACTURERS of Gas- 

holders, Tanks, Condensers, Purifiers, 
Scrubbers, Washers, and every description of 
Gas Plant. 


Sole Makers of the “P.M” semi-water Gas Plant 
Telegrams; ‘* Blakeleys, Church Fenton.” 


Telephone ; Barkston Ash 234 and 235 (Private 
Branch Exchange). Code: “Bentleys.” 


PATENTS 


MEWBURN, ELLIS & CO., 
CHARTERED PATENT AGENTS 


AND TRADE MARK AGENTS 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


Telegrams; “ Patent, London,”’ Phone : Holborn 0437 
And 3, St, Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ONTRACTS WANTED. Painting, Glazing’ 

Sheeting and Steelwork. Full service. ADLON, 
Ltp., 33, West Barnes Lane, London, S.W.20. 
Wimbledon 2591. 


MONOMARK SERVICE. Permanent London 
address. Letters redirected immediately. Con- 
fidential. 5s. Fi, annum. Royal patronage. Write 





Vulcan Fenton, 








MoNnoMarK, B IMONOSH, W.C.1. 
THE DEVONARC WELDING 
WORKS, The Old _ Tannery, 


Alphington, Exeter, 
TELEPHONE: EXETER 54594 


FOR GUARANTEED WELDING. 


Recently we completed 2 miles of 8” and 
15" H.P. Steel Gas Main Joints Without 
a Leak on Test. 


Syphons, Bends, Flanged Specials, 
etc. Fabricated on site. A record of 
which we are proud. 


WE GUARANTEE OUR WORK 
TIGHT BEFORE TEST! 


PRESSURE WORK OUR 
SPECIALITY. 


ARE YOU HELD UP FOR FLANGED 

PIPES, SPECIALS, ETC? WHY NOT 

TRY US? OUR MOTTO ‘ QUALITY 
FIRST.’ 


GAS JOURNAL 


REPAIRS 


YNE & FLOOD, LTD., 182, Oldham Road. 
—, 4, Phone Col. Canpowinnnt are 2 a poaden 


to undertake eS 
REPAIRS, = a 

Hot and Cold Patching, Stroctural Steel- 
work Erected and Dismantled. Expert advice available 





PLANT FOR SALE & WANTED 


WANTED. 18 in. STATION GOVERNOR, 
also three 8 in. 22° BENDS with socket and 
isgot joints and one 8 in, SIPHON. J. BROOMHEAD, 

eeincer and Manager, Gas-works, Bollington, near 

Macclesfield, Cheshire. 


Ww Cc. OLMES & CO., LTD., Turnbridge 
e Works Huddersfield, desire to purchase either 
a CONNERSVILLE orB.. M. METER having a capacity 
of 35,000 cu.ft. per hour or larger. State if by-pass with 
valves available. 








CvLINDRICAL riveted steel TANK, 31 ft. by 
7.2 ae CAPSTAN, unused, 220 v. D.C. 

Two unused 3 Worthington electric PUMPS, 

220 v. CALORIFIER, 8 ft. high by 24 in. diameter. 

Tilghman B.D. COMPRE SSOR, 160 cu.ft., 100 w.p. 

Lancashire BOILER, 24 ft. by 8 ft., 120 Ib. w.p. 
Harry H. GARDAM & Co., Lt1p., Staines. 


FOR SALE. One Tangye 7,000 g.p.h. WATER 

PUMP. One 30 h.p. Sturtevant aR BLOWER 
for C.W.G, plant complete with Greenwood and Batle: 
steam turbine. Also RETORT MOUTHPIECE 
AND FITTINGS, ASCENSION PIPES AND 
SUNDRIES. For immediate disposal. Further 
ticulars may be obtained from JAMEs CarRR, M. ‘E., 
Engineer and General Manager, Bristol Gas Company, 
Radiant House, Bristol, 1. 








CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
GAS LAMPS FOR SALE. 
THE Public Works Committee has for dis- 


One iondint ei aye (checking to two-light or 
four-light) SUSPEN: IN LAMPS, complete with 
Horstmann controllers 

Thirty-six six-light eeeeanons LAMPS 
(checking to two-light) as above. 

This equipment may be inspected at the Public 
Lighting — Cambridge Street. It has not 
been_overhaul: 
ae to ts made to me not later than March 10, 


HERBERT J. MANZONI, 
Council House, City Engineer and Surveyor. 


Birmingham, 1 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


CITY OF SALFORD 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


"TENDERS are invited for :— 
Supplying 332 yards of 30 in. diameter CAST 
IRON MAIN, with mechanical joints. 

ay ane 68 yards of 30 in. diameter M.S. MAIN, 
with flan; joints. 

9 my 332 yards of 30 in. diameter CAST IRON 
MAIN, 68 yards of 30 in. diameter STEEL MAIN, 

and special connexions for gasholder boosting plant. 
am Me and installing four STATION GO ER- 


Supplying and installing BOOSTER PLANT. 

Supplying and installing COMPRESSOR PLANT. 

Dismantling of existing and erection of new 
GOVERNOR. HOUSE. 

Le cans soem drawings and bills of quantities on 
application to the Gas Engineer, City Gas Offices, Bloom 
Street, Salford, 3 





H. H. Tomson, 
Town Clerk. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF BLACKPOOL 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


"TENDERS are invited for PAINTING WORK 
at both the Clifton Road and Princess Street 
Gas-works, Blackpool. 

Specification and conditions of contract may be 
obtained from the Gas Engineer and General Manager, 
Gas Department, Princess Street, Blackpool. 

Tenders for each works should be itemized in 
accordance with the schedule in the specification and 
forwarded (together) in a plain sealed envelope not 

g any name or mark indicating the sender, but 
endomed “Painting Tender,” to the Town Clerk 

Town hall, Blackpool, to be received not later than 

Monday, March 15, 1948. 

The Council do not bind themselves to accept the 





lowest or any tender. 
TREVOR T. JONES, 
Town Hall, Town Clerk. 
Blackpool. 


February 17, 1948. 
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SIDMOUTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
(Gas we say He 


TENDERS are invited for eR GRID 
delivery of three sets of PURIFI Rips 
comprising 216 grids 3 ft. =: in. by 2 ft. 3} in. 

Copies of the s ion, conditions of ee 
and topdes item, oon be. deuined eean eo Gen nations 
and Manager, Gas-works, Alexandria Road, Sidmouth. 

The Council do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

R. PICKARD, . 

Clerk of the Council. 


February 16, 1948. 


CITY OF HEREFORD 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
14 MILLION CU.FT. GASHOLDER. 


"TENDERS are invited for the supply, delive 

erection and putting to work of a 14 million cu.ft. 
}capacity SPIRALLY GUIDED GASHOLDER, 
complete with R.C. foundations and overground gas- 
mains situate at the Gas-works, Hereford. 

Further particulars and copies of the specification 
and eral conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application to A. Facer, F.C.1.S., M.Inst.Gas E., 
M.Inst.F., A.M.1.Struct.E., Engineer and General 
Manager, Gas-works, Hereford. 

Tenders, enclosed in plain sealed envelopes endorsed 
“ Gasholder,” should be forwarded to the undersigned 
to be received not later than noon on Saturday, March 
27, 1948. The Corporation does not bind itself to 
accept the lowest or any tender. 

T. B. FELTHAM, 
Town Hall, Town Clerk. 
"Hereford. 





APPOINTMENTS WANTED & 
VACANT 


None of the vacancies in these columns relates 1 to 

a man between the ages of 18 and 50, inclusive, or a 

woman between the ages of 18 and 40, inclusive, unless 

he or she is snaapendivens the provisions of the “yy 
of Engagement Order, 1947, or the vacancy is 

maa excepted from the provisions of t a 











ENERGETIC, ambitious male, age 26, married 

(no children), seeks position of responsibility 
abroad. Fully conversant with fitting and maintenance 
of all gas installations. Apprenticeship served with 
leading London gas company. Qualification (at 
present) City and Guilds Final Certificate. Replies 
to No. 9710, “ Gas Journal,” 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 
Street, E.C.4. 





AL TAR PRODUCTS. Technical Sales- 

man required. <otate age, experien ce, salary 
required to No. 9706, “‘ Gas JOURNAL,” 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C.4. 


LARGE West End Engineering Firm requires 
DRAUGHTSMAN experienced in kitchen 
planning. Apply No. 9712, “‘Gas Journat,” 11, 

Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 





JERSEY GAS LIGHT COMPANY, LIMITED 
JUNIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANT. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
JUNIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANT for 
laboratory work at a salary of £275-£325 per annum. 
Applications, stating age, qualifications end ex- 
perience, with copies of Testimonials, should reach 
the undersigned not later than March 20, 1948. 
STUART PH. PEPIN, 
97, Bath Street, Engineer and * Manager. 
Jersey, Channel Islands. 


February 17, 1948. 


THORNTON CLEVELEYS URBAN DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 
|APPOINTMENT OF GAS ENGINEER AND 
MANAGER. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
appointment. 
Applicants must be experienced and efficient in all 
branches and capable of undertaking full responsibility 
for the manufacture and distribution of gas, for the 


— of consumers’ appliances and sales representation, 





‘Salary £625 per annum, rising by three annual incre- 
ments of £25 to a maximum of £700 (plus cost of living 
bonus of £59 16s.). 

The En boven is subject to the provisions of the 
Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, experience, 
&c., accompanied by three recent Testimonials, an 
endorsed “‘ Gas Manager,” must reach the <oiemoned 
not later than Saturday, March 6, 1948. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be a dis- 
qualification. 


Council Offices, 
Thornton, 
Blackpool. 
February, 1948. 


(Classified advertisements continued on Supplement 4). 


J. RONALD WYLDE, 
Clerk of the Council. 
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT (ctd.) 


THE Air yey! invites a) cations for the 
post of PRODUCTION ENGINEER at R.A.F. 
Station, Cardington, Bedfordshire, within a salary 
range of £750-£1,000. s% i 

Applicants, who must be natural born British subjects, 
should be members of either the Mechanical or the 
‘Chemical Engineers Institutions and have had appreci- 
able practical aoe ~ ding or aomeel 
engineering, preferably inclu an apprenticeship. 
‘They should possess some metallurgical knowledge 
and be experienced in the maintenance of steam raising, 
high pressure compressor, and gas production plants. 
In addition they should have had considerable adminis- 
trative experience combined with ability to control 
large staffs. Knowledge of factory production methods 
an advantage. ae : 

Applications by letter, giving date of birth, full 
details of professional qualifications, experience and 
dates of present and past appointments, to be addressed 
not later than April 7, 1948, to UNDER SECRETARY OF 
State, Air Ministry, S.2(h), Cornwall House, Waterloo 
Road, London, S.E.1. 


BURGH OF DUNBAR GAS UNDERTAKING 





APPOINTMENT OF GAS _ ENGINEER AND | 
MANAGER. 


THE Commissioners invite applications from 
suitably qualified persons for the appointment of 
GAS ENGINEER AND MANAGER for the above 
undertaking. Salary £460-£510 per annum (Grade V 
of the National Joint Industrial Council Scheme with 
placing within the Scale according to experience and 
qualifications), plus cost of living bonus, at present 
at the rate of £60 per annum. Candidates must be 
experienced in undertaking management, in the 
operation of horizontal retorts and distribution work. 
The appointment is superannuable under the Local 
Government Superannuation (Scotland) Act, 1937. 
A dwellinghouse is available. a es ef 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, training 
and experience, married or single, and present appoint- 
ment, with copies of three recent Testimonials, should be 
lodged on or before March 31, 1948, with the 
undersigned from whom a memorandum of information 
and conditions affecting the appointment can be obtained 
on application. Applications should be marked 
** Gas Engineer and Manager.” 

S. W. Brown, 

Town House, Clerk to the Commissioners. 

Dunbar. 
February, 1948. 





TREDEGAR URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
DISTRIBUTION SUPERINTENDENT. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 

position from persons with practical and theore- 
tical knowledge of high and low pressure main 
and service laying and with practical experience of 
domestic and industrial installation and maintenance, 
and general gas fitting. Drawing experience will be 
an advantage. 

The appointment will be determinable by one month’s 
notice on either side, is subject to the provisions of the 
Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and the 
successful candidate will be required to pass a medical 
examination. 

The appointment is subject to the Conditions of 
Service and Salary Scales of the National Joint Council, 
the salary being in accordance with Grade I of the 
A.P.T. Division, commencing at £345 and rising to 
£375 per annum, plus war bonus. 

Full particulars of the duties can be had on applica- 
tion to the Gas Engineer and Manager, Gas Depart- 
ment, Poplar Road, Tredegar. 

Applications, together with the names and addresses 
of two persons to whom reference can be made, must 
be received by the undersigned not later than first 
post on Monday, March 15, 1948. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will disqualify, 
and candidates should disclose whether to their know- 
ledge they are related to a member or senior official 
of the Council. 


Bedwellty House, 
Tredegar, Mon. 
February 17, 1948. 


OLIVER LLEWELLYN, 
Clerk of the Council. 


GAS JOURNAL 


SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANT 
in d it laboratories of 
cturers in the Midlands. 
L and details of agen experience and 
ions, together with salary juired. 
oie 9711, “ Gas JourNAL,” 11, Bolt Cont, Laatom, 








CITY OF WATERFORD GAS COMPANY 
ASSISTANT MANAGER. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the 

ASSISTANT MANAGER. Candi 
have practical experience in Control of Works and all 
matters connected with mains and Consumers installa- 
tions. 


Commencing salary £350 per annum with free 
accommodation on Works. 


For full particulars apply (statin: experience 
etc.) to THE MANAGER, Gas Works, Waterford. Ireland. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF BIRKENHEAD 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


GAS SALES DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

SALES DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL 

REPRESENTATIVE at a commenci salary of 

£315, rising by annual increments of £15 to £360 

per annum (Grade II of the Miscellaneous Division 

5 en Salaries Scale), plus bonus (at present 
S.). 


Candidates must have had experience in the practical 
application of gas for domestic and industrial work, 
and should give full particulars of training, experience 
and qualifications. 


The appointment will be subject to the provisions 
| of the Local Government and Other Officers eg 
annuation Scheme. The successful candidate will b 
required to submit himself for medical examination. 


Applications, endorsed ‘‘ Sales Development,” to- 
gether with copies of not more than three recent Testi- 
monials, to be sent in to the undersigned not later than 
9 a.m. Thursday, March 11, 1948. 


E. W. TAME, 
Town Clerk’s Office, Town Clerk. 
Birkenhead. 


February, 1948. 


TOTTENHAM AND DISTRICT GAS COMPANY 


APPLICATIONS are invited to fill the following 
vacancies : 


in the solution of heating problems in industrial gas 
equipment. K 


The selected a acting as immediate assistant 
}to the Industrial Sales Manager would be responsible 
for complete schemes covering industrial process work, 
large scale catering, central heating and hot water 
supply. He would be required to assume control of 
industrial fitting and maintenance work. 


The salary offered will depend on qualifications and 
experience, but will not be less than £700 per annum. 


(6) Two INDUSTRIAL SERVICE ENGINEERS 
experienced in the preparation of detailed schemes 


|for heat services in industrial premises, and including 


large scale catering, central heating and hot water 
supply. 

The salaries offered will depend on qualifications and 
experience, but will not be less than £500 per annum. 


Preference will be given to applicants who are either 
Corporate Members of the Institution of Gas Engineers 
or who hold the National Certificate in Mechanical 
Engineering. 


Applications, accompanied by not more than three 
Testimonials, should reach the undersigned not later 
than Wednesday, March 31, 1948. 


| H. C. SMITH, 
‘Woodall House, Managing Director. 
658, Lordship Lane, 


Wood Green, N.22. 





ition of 
tes should 


(a) An INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER experienced | 


February 25, 1948 


ACCRINGTON DISTRICT GAS™ AND WATER 
BOARD 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANT-CHEMIST. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
ition at the Board’s Great Harwood Gas-works 
ata in accordance with Grade II of the National 
a io tenn pe annum, plus bonus (at 
presi um), commencing st 
grade according to qualifications and experience. ase 
,_ Candidates should have a sound practical experience 
in the control and operation of eden eue-werie 
plant, and should be capable of carrying out all labora- 
pe ae attendant upon the efficient working of such 


The appointment is subject to the provisions of the 
Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and the 
successful candidate will be required to pass a medical 
examination. 

_ Applications, stating age, present iti ualifica- 
sc fa pi ft a apr, age 

1 wo recent Testim endorsed 
“Technical Assistant-Chemist,” should be forwarded 


ig undersigned not later than Saturday, March 13, 


A. HARRISON, 
General Offices, Genaber 
St. James’ Street, Accrington. 


February 19, 1948, 


BOROUGH OF STOCKTON-ON-TEES 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


Two MAINS AND SERVICE 
‘ Standard wages and conditions. 
Single men preferred owing to housing shortage. 
Apply ENGINEER AND GENERAL MANAGER, Corporation 
Gas-works, Thomrson Street, Stockton-on-Tees. 


This advertisement is published by permission of the 
—- of Labour and Hatten! tenis of the 
Control of Engagement Order, 1947. 








BOOKS IN STOCK 


THEORY OF INDUSTRIAL GAS HEATING 
PETER LLOYD. 7/6 post free 


CARBONIZATION IN HORIZONTAL 


RETORTS 
G. M. GILL, 3/- post free 


RETORT HOUSE TECHNICAL CONTROL 
A.R.MYHILL.  _ 12/6 post free (Quotations for 


12 copies and over) 
NOTES ON HIGH PRESSURE GAS MAIN 


CONSTRUCTION 
R. J. RESTALL, 10/6 post free 


DOMESTIC UTILIZATION OF GAS 


Parts | & 2 (Combined Edition) 
SMITH & LE FEVRE. 15/6 post free 


MANUAL OF GAS FITTING 
LE FEVRE, 30/- post free 
Temporarily cut of Stock — waiting list being compiled 


GOVERNORS AND GOVERNING 
A STUDY OF PRESSURE CONTROL FOR THE 
GAS ENGINEER AND STUDENT 
B. R. PARKINSON, M.I.Mech. E., Hon.M.Inst.Gas E. 
22/6 post free 


GAS SERVICE POCKET BOOK 
NORMAN S, SMITH, 3/6 post free 


GAS JOURNAL CALENDAR & DIRECTORY 
25/- post free 


GAS JOURNAL OFFICES 
11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 
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J British Patents 
Nos. 357,712/30 
and 366,646/30 


HUDDERSFIELD * LONDON - BIRMINGHAM 


a __» 4 RGR Te aS 
Ww. Cc. HOLMES & co... LTD. 7 
€ 268 
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If it’s industrial heating it can be 
done better with gas if— 





INDUSTRIAL GAS HEATING EQUIPMENT 





is employed. 


‘“*KEITH-BLACKMAN ” Industrial Gas Heating Equipment includes : 
High and Low Pressure Gas Injectors, Burners and Nozzles for 
almost every industrial heating process; Brazing Blowpipes ; 
Soldering Iroi:: , Soldering Stoves; Air and Gas Mixture Con- 
trollers ; Thermostat Temperature Controllers ; Back-pressure 
Valves ; Meter Protection Valves ; Pressure Governors ; Gas 
Compressors ; Air Compressors, and Safety Shut-off Valves. 








nasaapniee. 


The illustration shows 7 ‘* Keith-Blackman” Air and Gas Mixture 
Controllers and a ‘‘Keith-Blackman” Air Blast Fan, part of indust- 
rial heating equipment applied to gum running furnaces. 
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When it is an industrial heating problem always consult 
KEITH BLACKMAN LTD., MILL MEAD ROAD, LONDON, N.17.  T.N.: TOTTENHAM 4522. ‘T.A.: KEITHBLAC, PHONE, LONDON 
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MECHANICAL ASH HANDLING 


FROM THE 


-CLEAN HOT GAS- 


PRODUCER 


WEST’S GAS 
IMPROVEMENT CO., LTD. 
Miles Platting, MANCHESTER 10 

TererHone: COLtynurst 2961-2-3-4-5 
S Man 


P PHONE: HOLBorn 4108-9 
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FOR JOINTS ON 
HEAT EXCHANGERS 
SULPHATE PLANTS 
ECONOMISERS 
COMPRESSORS 
GAS WASHERS 
AMMONIA STILLS 
STERILISERS 
TAR DISTILLATION 
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BENZOLE RECOVERY & 
CARBONIZATION PLANTS 


Packed in: | cwt., } cwt. and 
4 cwt. drums - EX STOCK 
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Photograph by courtesy of Messrs. Stokes Castings Ltd. 





